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EDITORIAL 


Distressing 


“  .. mor sitteth in the seat of the scornful ... 
Psalm 1:1 


In the June 22 issue of The Christian Century 
(Page 763) will be found a “‘Report of the Gen- 
eral Assembly sessions of the Presbyterian Church 
U. S.” from the pen of Dr. D. P. McGeachy. Dr. 
McGeachy has long been a leader in the so-called 
“Liberal Wing’’ of the Southern Church. His ac- 
tivities for the cause of National Pacifism are well 
known. His “liberal’’ views on vital issues have 
been well established before the Church. 


From time to time, Dr. McGeachy has con- 
tributed articles to The Christian Century, reciting 
the events of interest at meetinzs of our General 
Assembly. His “‘report’”’ on the 1949 Assembly is 
indeed unique in its content! Ilere he has made 
wholesale attack upon the Con ervative Wing of 
the Southern Church ... embodying in that attack 
unkind and wantonly unjust ‘‘name calling”; far- 
reaching impeachment of the Word of God; and 
derisive references to such men of stature in our 
Church History as Dabney, Thornwell and T. Carey 
Johnson. We have known Dr. McGeachy most 
pleasantly through the years. We are surprised 
that an article so unfair and so -weepingly critical 
of his Southern Church brethren should be sub- 
mitted by him at all... much less to a publication 
outside of his own Church! We are amazed that so 
ably an edited paper as The Christian Century 
would accept such an article for publication in its 
pages! We are astounded at this wanton attack on 
the truth of Scripture! We are distressed that these 
passages from the Word of God ... long accepted 
and revered ... not only by the Southern Church 
but also by the Protestant Church gener- 
ally ... should receive such flippant and scathing 
ridicule as Dr. McGeachy has elected to use in the 
fourth, fifth and sixth paragraphs of his “report.” 
Never before have we seen so blatant an attack on 
the authority of The Book coming from the pen of 
a Doctor of Divinity of the Southern Presbyterian 


Church! 


We here set forth the paragraphs above referred 
to so that there be no question as to “misquoting”’: 


“There will be a little handful of willful men 
who will persist in this sober-faced mummery. 
They were outnumbered this year, but they 
will read their Bibles literally about a God 
who drowned the world in a flood and slaught- 
ered some millions of Canaanites to make 
room for some Hebrews he had arbitrarily 
chosen and who wound up his revelation of 
himself and of his wili to men by saying that 
his followers must cast out everybody who 
happened to think otherwise than they thought, 
and so reading their Bibles they have already 
begun planning for next year when they hope 
to reverse all that was done this year and to 
build a Chinese wall around our corner of the 
Heavenly Father’s world, and so to wait in 
happy isolation until he comes (and most of 
them think that ‘coming’ is near at hand) to 
blow a literal trumpet and to blast all who may 
not have a certain mark on their foreheads, 
and so ‘by force and not by persuasion’ to set 
up a Kingdom with headquarters in Jerusalem 
and with couriers pouring in by camel-post to 
bring word of happenings here and there until 
a day will dawn when all will be over as far as 
human interests or responsibilities are con- 
cerned, when God will finally damn a portion 
of his creation and will settle down to a com- 
fortable family life with those who have ac- 
cepted the definitions of Westminster and 
Chalcedon and who by some inscrutable wit 
and wisdom have succeeded in pleasing him, 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his 
own will and who has no patience whatsoever 
with those millions of his creatures who have 
learned anything since 1643, or A.D. 451. 


“\ “It seems impossible that anything approach- 


ing this situation could be true in America in 
1949, but here it is before our eyes. Not all 
the isolationists among us will agree to every 
word of the above description, but in the main 
the picture painted is true to facts. 


“There are men among us (and such men 
can be found everywhere) who ought to know 
better. Some of them have traveled, some few 
carry degrees from famous universities, some 
are young men witn life before them, and the 
vast majority are passionately in earnest. They 
think that they are the people and the wisdom 
of God will die with them.” *** 
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Dr. MeGeachy writes on, in much the same style, 
for several columns. 


In the fourteenth paragraph of his “Report” the 
good Doctor makes the following interesting ob- 
servation: “The number of Southern Presbyterians 
who insist that Jesus said that wars would con- 
tinue till the end of time is growing beautifully 
small.’’(!) 

In his seventeenth paragraph, declaring that 
“isolation is on the way out,” the good Doc-: 
tor ... obviously referring to those who oppose 
Union and “liberalism” in the Southern 
Church ... declares: “‘They have all the fearful 
and many of the rich and well-to-do on their side. 
Every tactic, good or bad, whether based on ignor- 
ance or prejudice will be used.’’(!) Dr. MeGeachy 
closes his next paragraph with the astounding de- 
claration ... obviousiy referring to the Catholic 
Church and the opponents of “liberalism” in our 
own: “We find Rome and the ultra-fundamentalist 
alive and unscrupulous in our very midst.”’ His re- 
port then concludes along the line indieated above 
and the announcement that our next Assembly will 
meet at Massanetta Springs, Va., as was voted at 
the recent Montreat Meeting. ; 


Brethren, if this is a fair sample of the spirit 
abroad in our Church, we may indeed look for un- 
happy days ahead! If cur appraisal of our opposi- 
tion... whether “Liberal” or “Conservative” ... is 
as honvelessly fallacious as that declared by the 
good Doctor, we are indeed ill informed and most 
to be pitied! If this is a true picture of the kind- 
ness of “Liberalism” in our OWN Assembly, woe 
unto us when we “join up” with a Chureh believed 
to be “liberal’’ far in excess of our own Church, 
which Church has four times our membership and 
hence will be in complete control! 


We repeat ... we have known Dr. McGeachy 
most pleasantly in the past. We also repeat... his 
views as above stated involving the truth and au- 
thority of Scripture (Par. 4 quoted above); his 
impeachment of the integrity of the Conservative 
Wing of the Southern Church; and his unprovoked 
“name ealling’’ which will be keenly resented by 
all who read ... these, Brethren, are truly and 
indeed distressing! —Tom Glasgow. 


Closer Acquaintance 
On Stewardship 


In connection with the current period of getting 
closer acquainted with our U.S.A. brethren there 
emerges the question of Stewardship and Benevo- 
lences in our two Churches. The per capita giving 
for benevolences in the U. S. Church is generally 
about twice that in the U.S.A. Church. Im the year 
just closed both bodies made special efforts to in- 
crease their benevolent receipts. Yet the General 
Council of the U.S.A. Church in a bulletin entitled 
Something Wrong Here! announces that only 70.69 
percent of the benevolence budget for 1948 was 
raised. On the other hand, Secretary Patton, of 
our Stewardship Committee, reports that the 1948- 
49 Assembly Budget was $3,475,000.00, and the. 
total raised was $4,530,214.00—or roughly 125 
percent. 

Are those who favor union on any and every 
basis that the U.S.A. Church desires, also in favor 
of union at any and every price. Are we to have 
union even though it mean the loss of two million 
dollars in benevolent offerings of Southern Presby- 


terians as our per capita giving sinks to that of the 
U.S.A. members? Or ought this matter to receive 
the serious consideration of those seeking closer 
acquaintance and adequate plans made to increase 
confidence and interest and bring the offering of 
the offerings of the U.S.A. members up to the 
Southern per capita level ... or else the merger be 
delayed until this can be done? 


Why the difference? Is it the reorganized cen- 
tralized program put over in the U.S.A. Church 
twenty-five years ago and the increasing central- 
ization now being engineered there? Is it that our 
decentralized Home Missions and Education Pro- 
grams get more local money for local colleges and 
local mission work? Is it that our Foreign Missions 
Committee has been spared what the U.S.A. For- 
eign Board has suffered from, namely, a President 
who used Dr. Fosdick to do the preaching in his 
First Presbyterian Church of New York, entangle- 
ment in Rethinking Missions (which our Southern 
Assembly said ought to have been called “rejecting 
missions” and “crucifying Christ afresh’’) mission- 
aries and directors who advocated Shinto Shrine 
Worship in the Japanese Empire? Is it that the 
host of believing people in the U.S.A. Church have 
lost confidence in the ecclesiastical machinery 
Which deposed from the ministry and suspended 
from the sacrament the greatest defender of the 
Virgin Birth the Church had and then exalted to 
places of highest leadership those who rejected the 
Virgin Birth of Christ, and the Auburn Affirma- 
tionists defenders of these rejectors? 


Closer acquaintance with the U.S.A. Church 
ought to face fairly and squarely this differential 
in giving and the conditions and causes behind it, 
and present proposais that adequately and effec- 
tively deal with the causes and the result rather 
than press a Plan of Union that ignores these facts. 

—Wnm. C. R. 


Not Answered 
Yet!! 


The solution of a problem requires first of all 
that one know what that problem is. 


“The Presbyterian Outlook” has stated editorial- 
ly that: “The difficulties which beset us come more 
largely from those who wish to use ancient methods 
of stating truth—etc., etc., etc.” 


In our June 15th issue we asked for a clarifica- 
tion of this statement. We are convinced that we 
all know much better how to proceed if we know 
wherein our viewpoints differ. 


To refresh our minds we reprint our editorial in 
its entirety. 


One Gate Before 


‘Twelve 


“The Presbyterian Outlook” issued a _ special 
edition at the close of the first night’s meeting of 
the General Assembly with Dr. Fulton’s sermon 
and an editorial criticizing that sermon. 


Dr. ‘Fulton, the retiring moderator, had cour- 
teously furnished all of the church papers with an 
advance copy of this sermon but we think this is 
the first time a paper has been openly critical of 
the moderator’s sermon, certainly to the extent of 
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publishing such criticism at the time of the meeting 
of the General Assembly itself. 


This editorial is not a defense of Dr. Fulton's 
sermon. It was a clear statement of facts and a 
heart-felt appeal and needs study, not defense. 


But, this editorial in the “Presbyterian Outlook” 
entitled, “The Holy City Has Twelve Gates,” makes 
a statement which we wish explained and amplified. 
It needs amplification because it has been re- 
peatedly made but never explained. The statement 
is as follows: 


‘In that connection, let us suggest that it is 
widely demonstrable that the difficulties which 
beset us come more largely from those who wish 
to use ancient methods of stating truth as molds 
into which the minds of Christian men and women 
of the present day must be poured; or, those who 
wish to force such a spiritual quality as truth 
through the channels of medieval or Sixteenth 
Century thought whether God’s Spirit testifies to 
its validity in a man’s own heart or not. 


“The inability to see the Spirit of God moving 
in the world and in the dynamic experiences of life 
about us, and the unwillingness to adapt state- 
ments of truth (not truth itself, mind you) to 
thought-forms of our own day have do more to 
bring division among Christians than “any other 
thing. Men who have insisted that formulas of 
faith which had meaning because they grew out of 
the actual experience of an older time demand 
that persons now deny the validity of their own 
knowledge of God and, throwing it aside, accept 
meekly the experience of another age. This of 
course would be quite impossible and for them to 
pretend to be able to follow such a course would 
he dishonest. 


“We need the answer to this question: What 
should the man do who loves Jesus Christ with all 
his being and is irrevocably committed to him as 
Lord and Saviour, who cannot, in loyalty to the 
Spirit of Truth, accept the forms (the forms, 
understand), of faith of another age.” 


What are the “ancient methods of stating truth” 
which the liberals are unable to accept? What are 
the “channels of medieval or Sixteenth Century 
thought” which are unacceptable? What are the 
“thought-forms”’ at which the liberal rebels? 


We know of nothing which will do more to clear 
the atmosphere of theological controversy than to 
have these questions answered. The heart of the 
controversy is right here. 


The system of beiief for which the evangelical 
contends is not a set of facts which have been 
obseured by archaic te:minology but rather clear 
‘tatementy of truth which are found in the Word 
of God and which are valid regardless of the 
language into which that Word has been translated, 
or the generation in which they are preached. 


These doctrines of Christianity are not forced 
into molds of Sixteenth Century thought. They 
are eternal truths which are unlimited by time. 
Kach generation can and does find different 
methods of presenting these truths to sinners but 
the truths remain the same. 


This Journal was rounded for the specific pur- 
pose of stating and restating this Gospel of re- 
demption which is God's one way of salvation for 
man. It is true that che Holy City has twelve gates 
but it is eternally sigrificant and vital to know 
that before reaching that glorious city one must 
pass through the strait gate which is one gate, not 
many: “‘Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide 
is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 
because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there he that 
find it.” 

The liberal has again and again been guilty of 
taking the clear and unequivocal statements of the 
sible and “interpreting” them into the limbo of 
fiction or fancy. We welcome this admission of 
“The Presbyterian Outlook” that it rejects certain 
“thought-forms.”” We now ask for specific en- 
lightment as to what these ‘“‘thought-forms”’ are? 

— L. N. B. 


In view of the fact that “The Presbyterian Out- 
look” has stated that the difficulties come largely 
from those of us who adhere to “ancient thought 
forms,’ etc. etc. it is not unreasonable to ask just 
which “thought forms’’ are now discredited and 
which “ancient methods of stating truth’ must now 
be discarded and replaced? 

As stated in our first editorial, we feel that real 
progress will be made when those who espouse the 
liberal cause give us a clear statement of what they 
discard and what they sulistitute in its place. 

We are waiting for ah answer. — L. N. B. 
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Covenanters Of The 
Lord Jesus 


In the last issue of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal there is published a Covenant for the Ad- 
vancement of the Presbyterian Testimony to our 
Lord Jesus Christ. This was adopted by a group of 
Presbyterian ministers and elders meeting in 
Hattiesburg on June 24th and amended and 
adopted by a larger meeting of representative 
Southern Presbyterians in Atlanta on July 6th. 
If you approve of these positions now held by our 
Church and want them perpetuated in our Church 
and in any union into which our Chureh may go, 
please sign the Covenant, get your Session and 
congregation to endorse it. Send the list of signa- 
tures to the Southern Presbyterian Journal and let 
your synodical representative on the Assembly’s 
Committee on Co-operation and Union know that 
you are a party to this covenant and that you insist 
that these affirmations, designed to maintain our 
testimony to the glories God has given Christ, be- 
come the living testimony of our Church and be 
expressly included in any Plan of Union offered 
for our approval. 


From time to time we want to lift up the several 
items of this testimony that it may become more 
alive in our own Church, and in our thinking about 
the Plan of Union with the USA Church. This 
move to magnify our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
is in accord with the Christian faith and piety of 
the past and the present. The favorite hymn at 
Amsterdam was: “Thine is the Glory, risen, con- 
quering Son.’ Reviving French Protestantism is 
insisting that one’s first duty is to “express himself 
adequately about Jesus Christ.”’ In his moderatorial 
sermon B. M. Palmer magnificently expressed our 
faith concerning Christ in His divine glory, in 
His incarnate mediatorship, and in His sole King- 
ship. And the foundations which Palmer (under 
God) laid have resulted in eighty-eight years of 
flourishing growth. Any leadership in the Church 
today that is indifferent to the glory Palmer pro- 
fessed for Christ is not wearing Palmer’s mantle 
and will not lay foundations so stable, nor be 
blessed with the erection of a temple so stately. 


Covenanting one with another in God is a historic 
Scottish Presbyterian practice. In days of danger 
God blessed our fathers when they entered into 
solemn leagues and covenants with Him to preserve 
the Protestant faith, that is, the sole authority of 
the Holy Scriptures in the things of the Church— 
the sole Reign of our generous King Jesus. And the 
years of God’s right hand are not all behind us. 
He who wrought with Knox and Melville, with 
Henderson and Rutherford, with Witherspoon and 
Palmer is still at the right hand of God and all 
authority in heaven and on earth is His. 


‘‘Lead on, O King Eternal, the day of march has 
come!’ — W. C. R. 


The Paramount Issue 
In The Church 


There is much confused thinking in our Church 
as to the real issue that is disturbing the harmony 
of our body. In our judgment it is not merely the 
question of our membership in the Federal Council. 
It is not merely the matter of organie union with 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. While many 
earnest men think that these questions are in- 


volved, it is something deeper than both of these 
issues. We are convinced that the basic issue in 
our church life at the present time is the first 
chapter of the Confession of Faith entitled, “On 
The Holy Scriptures.” Until our church leaders 
take seriously this first chapter, there can be no 
unity among us. 


The Confession is written in plain language. It 
affirms the authority, credibility and completeness 
of the Holy Scripture, “not upon the testimony of 
any man or Church, but wholly upon God (who is 
truth itself), the Author thereof; and therefore it 
is to be received, because it is the Word of God.”’ 
On the basis of this affirmation a fair-minded lib- 
eral like J. R. P. Schlater, who denies that he be- 
lieves in verbal inspiration, admits that the doe- 
trine of verbal inspiration is taught in this chapter. 
If Presbyterian leaders would receive this chapter 
con amore our Church would be relieved of most 
of the tensions now enervating our vitality. 


One of the clearest evidences that the first 
chapter of our Confession is the central issue in 
our Church is found in The Christian Century, 
which is read by many of our ministers (the issue 
of June 22, 1949). In this publication is an article 
called ‘“‘Southern Presbyterians,” by Dr. D. P. Me- 
Geachy, Sr. It is a report of the 1949 General As- 
sembly. In one paragraph we find this sentence: 
“There will be a little handful of willful men who 
will persist in this sober-faced mummery.”’ Dr. Mc- 
Geachy, who belongs to the group who boasts of 
their “sweetness and light’”’ and “ironic tempera- 
ment,” here stigmatizes his brethren as “hypo- 
critical performers,” as this is the definition of 
‘‘mummery.” Then he proceeds in a scurrilous sen- 
tence where unintentionally he reveals the pressing 
issue in our Church. Here is the sentence: “They 
were outnumbered this year, but they will read 
their Bibles literally about a God who drowned the 
world in a flood and slaughtered some millions of 
Canaanites to make room for some Hebrews he had 
arbitrarily chosen and who wound up his revelation 
of himself and of his will to men by saying that his 
followers must cast out everybody who happened 
to think otherwise than they thought, and so read- 
ing their Bibles they have already begun planning 
for next year when they hope to reverse all that 
was done this year and to build a Chinese Wall 
around our corner of the Heavenly Father’s world, 
and so to wait in happy isolation until he comes 
(and most of them think that ‘coming’ is near at 
hand) to blow a literal trumpet and to blast all 
who do not have a certain mark on their foreheads, 
and so ‘by force and not by persuasion’ to set up a 
Kingdom with headquarters in Jerusalem and with 
couriers pouring in by camel-post to bring word of 
happenings here and tnere until a day will dawn 
when all will be over as far as human interests 
and responsibilities are concerned, when God will 
finally damn a portion of his creation and will 
settle down to a comfortable family life with those 
who have accepted the definitions of Westminster 
and Chelecedon and who by some inscrutible wit 
and wisdom have succeeded in pleasing him, who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will 
and who has no patience whatsoever with those 
millions of his creatures who have learned anything 
since 1643 or A.D. 451.” 


When we read this shocking diatribe, we won- 
dered what the church world for whom Dr. Mc- 
Geachy’s ridicule was written will think of his 
characterization of the brethren of his own Church 
and his hostile attitude to the Confession of Faith 


if 
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which he has solemnly, and we suppose honestly, 
accepted as his own. Many people throughout our 
country will wonder whether this minister of the 
Gosp2i who presumes to speak with such disdain of 
the members of his own Christian fellowship ever 
read the thirteenth chapter of the First Corin- 
thians. We believe Dr. McGeachy could very profit- 
ably read and ponder this message of St. Paul, in 
addition to refreshing his memory on the contents 
of the first Chapter of the Confession. 


We are familiar with the fact that such leaders 
who play fast and loose with this chapter no longer 
accept or deny it but merely “interpret” it. We 
agree with Dr. Machen, who said: “In view of this 
modern art of ‘interpretation’ one may almost 
wonder whether the lofty human gift of speech has 
not become entirely useless. If* everything that I 
say can be ‘interpreted’ to mean its exact opposite, 
what is the use of saying anything at all, I do not 
know when the great revival of religion will come. 
But one thing is perfectly clear. When it does come, 
the whole elaborate art of ‘interpretation’ will be 
brushed aside, and there will be a return, as there 
was at the Reformation of the sixteenth century, 
to plain common sense and common honesty.” This 
quotation is a sufficient answer to the sentence of 
Dr. McGeachy who attacks his own Confession of 
Faith and the vast number who agree with the Con- 
fession and therefore disagree with him. After 
reading such a statement it is clear as the noonday 
sun that the paramount issue in our Church today 
is Chapter I of the Confession of Faith. 

— J. R. R. 


Power In The 
Blood 


What is it which makes the Gospel effective? 
Wherein does the power lie? 


As one reads the Bible one must come to the in- 
escapable conclusion that our redemption from 
sin rests in the blood of Jesus Christ, shed on 
Calvary. 


The blood atonement is unpopular in some circles 
today; it always has been, but to take it away 
necessitates the denial of such clear statements 
from God’s Word that only one blinded by a 
worldly philosophy would do so. 


At thg institution of the lLord’s Supper our 
Savior speaks of the wine as symbolie of his blood, 
‘“‘which is shed for many for the remission of sins.” 


Paul says speaking of the Church of God, that, 
‘the hath purchased with his own blood.’ Again 
Paul says: “Much more then, being now justified 
me his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
im. 


- The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews, speak- 
ing of the sacrifices of the Old Testament, goes on 
to say: “How much inore shall the blood of Christ, 
who through the eiernal Spirit offered himself 
without spot to God, pvrge your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God?” 


Peter continues the witness when, after speaking 
of our redemption not being by silver or gold, Says: 
“But with the precious blood of Christ. as of a 
lamb without blemish and without spot.” 


John takes up the same refrain and says, “and 
= bleod of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
aii Sin. 


The Reformed Doctrine Of Justification 
By Dr. Edward Boehl 
Price $3.00 


A masterful presentation of this fundamental 
Christian doctrine! By opening to us the con- 
troversies between Lutheran, Reformed, Ro- 
manist, Calvinist and other factions, Dr. 
Boehl has brought the main problems into re- 
lief, and shown by Scriptures the various er- 
rors that arose. 


The Student of Reformed Theology, as well 
as others, will welcome this epoch-making 
work. To quote Benjamin Warfield as to its 
content: “The Scriptural doctrine of Justifi- 
cation as a purely forensic act of God, pro- 
ceeding on a gracious imputation of Christ’s 
active and passive obedience to the sinner, is 
clearly expounded.” 


ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


In the Revelation John continues: “Unto him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
own blood.’”’ And later he says: “These are they 
which came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.”’ 


These and many other verses combine to state 
an inescapable fact that we are redeemed by the 
blood of Christ. This being true it is accurate to 
say that a gospel which denys the blood of our 
Lord is a powerless gospel. 


The writer to the Hebrews is very specific: “He 
that despised Moses law died without mercy under 
two or three witnesses: of how much sorer punish- 
men, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he 
was sanctified, an nnholy (ordinary) thing, and 
hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?” 


Let us more often sing: “Would you be free 
from your burden of Sin? There’s power in the 
blood; power in the biood; Would you o’er evil 
a victory win? There’s wonderful power in the 
blood.” — L. N. B. 


Major Minorities 
There seems to be abroad a tendency to decry 
minorities. The minority is said to stand in the way 
of larger things. The minority blocks progress. The 
minority is hide-bound, obscurantist, reactionary. 
The minority wants all of the pie. Now this pro- 
vokes the suggestion that the history of minorities 

would be a very interesting chronicle. 
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The chosen line according to the record in the 
Bible has always been a minority, and at times an 
apparently hopeless and futureless minority. But 
that minority has salted the earth. At the time of 
the flood, Noah’s family was in what the folk of 
the world called a ridiculous minority. But that 
minority was right! Through the majority tumult 
around Babel, Shem’s line continued a minority; 
but with that slender line was the deposit of truth; 
and the minority was right! At Ur, at Haran, in 
Palestine, In Egypt, at Hobath—it seems that in 
about every circumstance and place, Abraham was 
in the position of the diminutive minority: but 
Abraham was right! 


Further, In Egypt, the house of Amram and Joch- 
ebed was all but overwhelmed by the majority 
even among the people, whom to deliver, the Lord 
raised up Moses; but that house and that man 
Moses, despite his grievous sin and long correction, 
were right! Joshua and Israel were a minority 
against the Canaanites; Gideon’s band was a 
minute minority against Midian: Elijah at Horeb 
presented a pathetic figure against the eight 
hundred and fifty majority prophets of Baal; re- 
turning Ezra and Nehemiah seemed to have a hope- 
less cause in the face of the opposing majority in 
Palestine! But in each case, and in many others, 
God seemed plainly to have been on the side of the 
minority. And the minority was right! 


The eleven apostles were a minority—and what 
a minority in the face of the apostate and- the 
pagan world! Look at the Apostle Paul marching 
against Ephesus! Remember Athanasius “against 
the world.”’ when the doctrine of the Second Per- 
son was at stake! He was right! Look at Martin 
Luther—a ptand minority: but he was right! 
And Calvin and nox, and the Reformers in 
general setting thémselves against the power and 
the wealth and the heartlessness of the great ma- 
jority Roman Catholic Church-machine. But the 
minority was right! And throughout the Dark Ag 
there were such minorities as the Albigenses an 
the Waldenses, who kept the light of truth and of 
righteousness burning—they were right! 


Think of the faithful in the dark days of perse- 
cution in England Bloody Mary and the Stuarts— 
a hopeless and apparently helpless minority: but 
they were right! That is, if our own principles of 
religious and political liberty mean anything to us 
and others under our influence, they were right! 
Pilgrims and Puritans were minorities, despised 
and hounded; but they were right! Roger Williams 
and Anne Hutchinson, excluded and driven out by 
fellow-colonials, refused to be cowed by the vast 
majority, and refused to give up their convictions. 
The majority thougat they were wrong: but they 
were right! John Wesley and the companions of the 
“Holy Club,” were ridiculed; but that major mi- 
nority saved England and handed inealculable 
blessing to succeeding generations. The minority 
was right! 


The fabled Horatius at the Bridge still thrills the 
reader—Horatius a minority. Garibaldi the Libera- 
tor stirs the soul—Garibaldi a minority. The story 
of Washington and the American Revolutionaries, 
despicable in the eyes of the England of George 
the Third, will continue to be the source of 
patriotic fire and the inspiration of loyal dedicatign 
—Washington and the Revolutionaries, a minority! 
But they were right! They are still right for all 
who continue to hold principle above policy, 
integrity above servility, truth above heresy. And 


the founding fathers of our own Southern Church 
(altogether aside and apart from the bitterness of 
those dark days, the question of slavery, the ill- 
turned words, the hasty accusations), these men of 
God and of conviction, were in minority. They with- 
drew on principle; they separated on conscience: 
they acted in the interest of truth and of integrity 
as they understood the truth and sought to main- 
tain their integrity. They were a minority; but they 
were right! 


Here, let it be remarked that there are illustra- 
tions of contrary character. No one believes that 
the minority is right merely because it is a minority. 
But it is startlingly apparent that our own line of 
religious and spiritual, as well as of political an- 
cestry goes quite consistently back through those 
who, though in minority, were in the right. And it 
may be that opponents to Church Union, as now 
before us, are right. Also, they may not be the 
minority which they are accused of being! - 

— R. F. G. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Speaking In His Word 


In this article we expect to lift up only the first 
item in this testimony with the thought that the 
several items following will each receive a later 
editorial. Both in its opening phrase and in its 
third main section our Covenant deals with the 
Word which our Lord Jesus has given us in Holy 
Scripture. We stand for the Bible in all the trust- 
worthiness and authority and sufficiency which 
Christ the Head of the Church ascribes to it; and 
we confess Christ in all the glory, the grace, and 
i sole Kingship which the Scriptures ascribe to 

im. 


Very simply, dear reader, we believe that the 
Bible is worthy of your whole trust. God has said it 
and it will stand. 


How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word. 


Believer, anchor on the promises of God and God 
will give you the blessing He has promised. For all 
the promises of God are Yea and Amen in Christ. 


Then the Bible is the rule God has given to guide 
our faith and our lives. In His Word, God’s people 
hear the Voice of the Good Shepherd and follow 


Him. 


For the Roman Catholic the ultimate authority 
is the Church, for the Protestant the Bible. When 
Professor Barrois became willing to take the Bible 
in the light of the living Spirit rather than in the 
light of tradition he left the Roman Catholic and 
entered the Presbyterian Church. Professor Eich- 
rodt says that the great bond binding the two 
testaments together is their common purpose: that 
through the Messiah the royal dominion of God 
may be established. It belongs to Christ’s majesty 
to rule His Church threugh His Word and Spirit 
by the ministry of men, thus exercising His own 
authority and enforcing His own laws to the build- 
ing up and establishment of His Reign. 


In the interest of this important distinction we 
are unable to use language found in the booklet on 
the Reorganization of the agencies (Page 18): 
‘“‘One purpose binds these (agencies) together: the 
extension of the Chuich’s dominion and signifi- 
cance in the life of individuals and society.” We 
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were happy to be informed by the author that this 
is a hasty and somewhat inexact phrasing of the 
matter. As the new Program gets under way there 
is great need for prayer that God would lay on all 
of our hearts the recognition that His people give 
their benevolences to the Lord and that the Church 
is responsible for allocat'ng them as He would have 
her do, that any priorities ought to be determined 
from the standpoint of His will. The Apostles re- 
mind us that we ought to be servants, witnesses, 
examples—not lords of God's heritage. 


There is a widespread tendency in our Church to 
magnify a phrase from the fourth ordination vow 
“subjection to your brethren in the Lord.” In its 
Presbyterian frame this is a great statement. But 
taken out of that frame it may become the opposite 
of Presbyterianism. This is the fourth in a chain of 
vows each one of which is dependent upon and 
qualified by the ones which precede it. We may 
not take “subjection to the brethren” as a ground 
for rejecting the Word of God as the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice. And the Bible condemns 
making the Word of God of none effect through the 
tradition of men, it describes as vain worship those 
who teach for doctrines the commandments of men. 
In case of conflict, it says: ‘We must obey God 
rather than man.” Neither can the fourth vow be 
used to set aside the second and the Confession of 
Faith there affirmed teaches that synods and 
councils have erred and do err and are not to be 
made the rule of faith and practice and that God 
alone is the Lord of conscience. The fourth is also 
subject to the third in which we accept the govern- 
ment and discipline of the Presbyterian Church— 
and here our Book teaches that Christ is the only 
lawgiver in Zion and that the Church can make no 
law of her own to bind the conscience but is to 
administer His law revealed in Scripture. 


It is particularly disconcerting to have men who 
themselves signed a round robin seeking to high 
pressure the Foreign Missions Committee into sup- 
porting a National Council when the General As- 
sembly had directed them not to go into that 
Council, now to be declaring that others are to 
show subjection to their brethren. This statement 
is not a one-sided sword, it is not a strait-jacket 
with which one side in the Church may bind the 
other wing while the “binders’’ themselves disre- 
gard the acts of the Assembly that do not suit their 
momentary positions. Our Lord disapproved of 
those who bind burdens upon their brethren which 
they take not upon themselves. 


Our Presbyterian testimony is that Christ has 
given us in His Word all that we need for our 
faith, our life and our worship. His friends wait 
for the Bridegroom’s Voice. They rest in the Word 
of the Father: “This is my beloved Son, hear ye 
Him.’’ Our Protestant fathers called this the doc- 
trine of the sufficiency or completeness of Holy 
Scripture. The old Covenanters believed that Christ 
is a generous King. He is not niggardly and He has 
given us in His Word the rich supply for our 
spiritual needs. So His Word ought to be kept 
distinct from the sociological, economic and philo- 
sophical thoughts of men. What is the chaff to the 
wheat? The speculations of men are one thing, the 
Word of God is anothei thing. Let the Church be 
the Church of the living God—the place where 
Christ alone is heard to speak. 


If “the constituent divisions of the Board of 
Churen Extension are naturally concerned with en- 
forcing the principles which are of primary con- 
cern to the agency on Christian Relations,” then 


“Born In The Old South... 


Growing With The New” 


— THAT'S — 


BELK-SIMPSON 


DEPARTMENT STORES 


20 Of Them To Serve You In 
The Following Towns: 


GREENVILLE, S. C. 
(Two Stores) 


LANCASTER. S. C. 
ABBEVILLE, S. C. 
BEAUFORT, S. C. 
BREVARD, N. C. 

DARLINGTON. S. C. 
CAMDEN, S. C. 
CLINTON, S. C. 

CORBIN. KY. 
KERSHAW. S. C. 
LAURENS, S. C. 
MANNING. S. C. 
WINCHESTER, KY. 
MOUNT STERLING, KY. 
S. C. 
HENDERSONVILLLE, N. C. 
HONEA PATH, S. C. 


FOUNTAIN INN. S. C. 
(The Putman Company) 


BAINBRIDGE, GA. 


Mail Orders Filled Promptly 


\ 
I 
n 
n 
tl 
fe 
a 
W 
d 
d 
tl 
Hill 
is 
re 
> 


Aug. 1, 1949 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 9 


we plead with our brethren in this ageney to weigh 
their pronouncements in the light of the testimony 
our Church bears: 


“The sole functions of the Church as a king- 
dom and government distinct from the civil 
commonwealth, are to proclaim, to administer 
and to enforce the law of Christ revealed in 
the Scriptures.”’ 


The recent booklet on the struggle of the Dutch 
Church for the maintenance of the law of God in 
Holland shows that ‘his is a live issue. Indeed, all 
the way from the liberal ministers who would 
legalize euthanasia to the hooded mobs who take 
the law into their own hands we need to proclaim 
the Sixth Commandment. 


In any plan of union with another body, we 
Covenanters ask the incorporation of the principles 
that Christ is our oniy King, our only law-giver, 
and His Word the only measure of what constitutes 
an offense. We do not want to be in a Church 
where a majorify can require a minority to accept 
its political, sociological, economic, or ecclesiastical 
decisions in order to be members in good and 
regular standing in the Church. We are loyal 
Americans, but we do not relish taking an oath of 
allegiance to the United States as a condition for 
sitting in a Church court. We are loyal to our 
authorized agency for foreign missions, but if we 
were in a church organization whose foreign mis- 
sion agency had lost the confidence of the people 
(through compromise with Re-Thinking Missions, 
Shrine Worship, support of liberal Chinese universi- 
ties) we would not relish Bible believing Christians 
being thrown out of the Church because they could 
not in good conscience support that agency. We 
thank God for the Secretary and the Committee He 
has given to lead the foreign mission work of our 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ is reigning at the right 
hand of God, We show our ldyalty to Him by 
honoring His Word, by giving Him all the glory 
that Word gives Him, by yielding to the gracious 
influerce of His Spirit, by holding up the banner 
of His Sole Kingship, His sovereign Reign in His 
Church. As Covenanters of Jesus Christ we plead 
for the recognition of the trustworthiness, the 
authority, and sufficiency of His Word. 


“It is the heav’n drawn picture 
Of Christ, the living Word. 
It floateth like a banner 
Before God’s hosts unfurled.” 
— W. C. R. 


What Is Christ’s 
Mission? 

My Bible, which is several years old, says: “The 
Son of Man is come to seek and save that which 
was lost.”” And in another place I read: “I lay 
down my life for the sheep.’”’ Well, I have wan- 
dered around and around visiting churches and 
hearing different preachers, and I don’t hear any- 
thing about being lost or saved; nor do I hear any- 
body declaring that Jesus is the very Son of God, 
equal with Him in power and glory, and that no 
one knows deeply the Son or the Father except the 
Son and the Father unless the Son reveals the 
Father. And on the basis of being equal with the 
Father He makes that marvellous invitation which 
is a favorite with so many: ‘“‘Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you 
rest."" But we do not hear these things. What do 


we hear? We hear what the communists are doing 
and how to combat them with all sorts of govern- 
mental machinery. And souls are not being saved. 
And when one wants to unite with the church he 
needs but little: 


I neard one minister ask three who had come 
forward to unite with tne church—he asked them 
before the whole congregation: “Is it your desire 
to unite with this church?” They replied that it 
was their desire. He then asked the whole congre- 
gation: “All who favor receiving them, say aye.” 
And the congregation voted them in! I saw and 
heard this. No questioning about who Christ is 
nor what it means to be saved or lost. And in 
many places all that is asked is: “Do you believe 
that Jesus is the Son of God?’’ No examination 
about what they believe about Him or His saving 
them from sin. No mention of the cross. No re- 
pentance. no yearning of the heart for the purity 
and pardon and peace which Christ gives to those 
whom He saves. 

And I wonder what is happening? I well re- 
member when I was converted. I had a very defi- 
nize sense of guilt and need of Another to lift the 
load from my heart. And I well remember the joy 
that came over me when I surrendered all to 
Christ—-the inexpressible Joy that swept over my 
soul. None of that today. What do we have in- 
stend? Do we have another way to be saved? Once 
we had a Shorter Bible. Is there a shorter way to 
be saved? I well remember that I had 23 names of 
the unsaved on my first prayer list. I didn’t know 
how to approach them. We held a meeting, and 
without speaking a word to these 23, they all came 
up and gave themselves to Jesus Christ. We called 
it being saved. What was it? Have we gotten away 
from this simple faith and method? Is Jesus Christ 
the same to His followeres now as He used to be 
50 years ago? Has His mission changed? Must we 
alter the old, old story? Or do we have another 
Gospel? Or what has become of the Holy Spirit? 
O Church of the Living Christ, whither? 


The High Ways 
To Zion 


‘In whose heart are the high ways to Zion”: 
Psalm 84:5b (R.V.) 

The high ways to Washington are all marked 
out for us in our Road Maps, but we have to get 
them out of the map inte our heads before we can 
travel with any satisfaction. 


The High Ways to Zion—to Heaven—are all 
marked out for us in the Book, but we have to 
transfer them to the tables of our heart before we 
can reach the Promised Land of our pilgrimage. 
Let us think of three of these High Ways: 


1. The High Way of Faith. We walk by faith; 
without Faith it is impossible to please Him. 


This Faith has in it the element of Belief; he 
that cometh to God must believe that He is, and 
that He is a rewarder of those that seek Him. “I 
believe God,” said the apostle Paul as he stood on 
the deck of the doomed vessel. This is a short but 
fundamental creed. 


It also has in it the element of Trust. We must 
commit ourselves to Him. Commit thy way unto 
the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it 
to pass. 

There is the element of Obedience. Abraham 
proved the reality of his faith by obeying the com- 
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mand of God to leave his country and kindred and 
go to the land of promise. Faith keeps us stead- 
fast. 


2. Tne High Way of Hope. Hope is the Sunshine 
High Way; if it were not for Hope, we would find 
the way dark and dreary. 


Hope is the anchor for the soul; it enables us to 
ride out the storms of life. We can bear almost 
anything, if hope remains. 


Hope is like the star that shines on a dark night 
and reveals a bit of heaven to our eyes. 


Hope is the blossom on the fruit tree that tells 
us of the coming harvest. 


Hope is God’s rainbow. He placed one in the sky 
for Noah; He has one arcund the throne of Heaven. 


Hope keeps us singing, and you cannot down a 
man as long as he can sing. 


3. The High Way of Love. Faith, Hope, Love; 
but the greatest of these is Love. 


It was Love that made all the High Ways pos- 
sible, for sin had closed the way to Heaven. The 
Love that led to Calvary made a new and living 
way back to our Home and our Father. We love 
because He first loved us. 


So, the greatest High Way to Heaven is Love: 
Love for God; love for men. 


It is Love that keeps us busy as we travel home- 
ward. It keeps us working, for faith works by love. 

Blessed indeed is the man who has these High 
Ways to Zion in his heart. Steadfast, singing, 
serving, he travels toward Home. —J.K.P. 


Deficit Spending 


The morals of our government are the concern 
of Christian people and this concern must be 
translated into the responsibilities inherent m 
Christian citizenship. 


Deficit spending, as a political policy, is inherent- 
ly dishonest. Of course, national emergency, such 
as war, requires a greater expenditure of money 
by the nation than is’ currently received. 


But, when national income falls below projected 
expenditures the honest thing to do is retrench 
expenditures. When a family’s income drops the 
honest thing to do is spend less. The same principle 
must apply to a nation. 


Political expediency demands the maintainance 
of government spending, that all may share in such 
“priming of the pump.” But, it is a simple matter 
of arithmetic that profligacy with money can never 
indefinitely put off the day of reckoning. 


The moral thing; the honest thing, is for our 
government either to increase her revenue or de- 
crease her spending tc the place where income not 
only pays for this sp2nding but also makes pro- 
vision for the retirement of the huge national debt 
which we have contracted, partly by necessity and 
partly by profligate spending in the early days of 
the New Deal. . 


Politicians laugh, shrug their shoulders and say, 
“No one shoots Santa Claus."”” True, but when 
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Santa Claus is buying favor with presents he can- 
not afford he needs a restraining hand to say the 
least. 


America has offered Christian opportunities to 
men which have brought untold blessings, not only 
to us as a people, but aiso to the other peoples of 
the world. Continue in present policies and bank- 
ruptcy and ruin are sure to follow. 


-L.N.B. 
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What Happened To The Signers 
Of The Auburn Affirmation? 


(“Exploring Avenues Of Acquaintance And Co-operation”) 
By Chalmers W. Alexander 


Jackson .. 


. Mississippi 


This is the second in the series of articles by Chalmers IV’. Alexander under the heading. “Exploring Ave- 
nues of Acquaintance And Co-operation. This is an informative new series of articles written by one of the 
most able laymen in the Southern Presbyterian Church. We still have copies of the first article which was 
carried in the last issue. The whole series of ten articles can still be yours for yourself or friends by send- 
ing in your subscription at once and asking that it be started with the July fifteenth issue. We are offer- 
ing a special five-months’ subscription covering all. these articles at a special rate in bundles of ten or more 
to one address at the rate of fifty cents per subscription. Send five dollars and get ten copies to one address 
for five months. Some Churches will want to order one hundred or more copies but let your order come in 
at once as the supply of the July fifteenth issue is limited. —H.BD. 


According to the heretical Auburn Affirmation, 
a Northern Presbyterian minister might believe 
that the Holy Bible contained many errors, that 
the Lord Jesus Christ was an illegitimate child, 
that His body still rests in the grave in Palestine 
until this very day, that He most emphatically did 
not offer up Himself a sacrifice to satisfy Divine 
justice and reconcile us to God, and that He never 
performed a single miracle during His entire life 
—a Northern Presbyterian minister might believe 
and proclaim these views and yet “be worthy of all 
confidence and fellowship.” 


Why The Affirmation Was 
Published 


The heretical Auburn Affirmation had come into 
being because the General Assembly of the 
Northern Presbyterian Church had in 1923 de- 
clared each of the following to be “an essential 
doctrine of the Word of God and our standards”’: 


1. The full inspiration and inerrancy of the Bible. 
2. The Virgin Birth of Christ. 


3. His substitutionary atonement by which He sat- 
isfied Divine justice and reconciled us to God. 


4. His bodily resurrection. 
5. His miracles. 


These five doctrines, which became known as the 
“Five Points,” had previously been declared to be 
“essential” doctrines by the General Assembly of 
the Northern Presbyterian Church in 1910 and 
later in 1916. 


Now the Auburn Affirmation, which was pub- 
lished in 1924, bearing the names of 1,293 or- 
dained ministers who constituted more than one- 
tenth of the ministers then in the Northern Presby- 
terian denomination, was issued in protest. It af- 
firmed that not one of the doctrines declared to 
be “essential” by the General Assembly of 1923 
was really essential at all, and that all of the “Five 
Points,” far from being “essential” doctrines, were 
merely “theories.” 


In The Southern Presbyterian Journal of July 
15, 1949, the heresies and apostasy contained in 


the Auburn Affirmation were discussed in more 
detail than available space permits here. 


What ever happened to the Presbyterian minis- 
ters who signed this infamous Auburn Affirmation. 
Were any of them ever tried for heresy? Were any 
expelled from the Northern Presbyterian 
Chureh? 


The Affirmationists Were 
Never Disciplined 


No, strange to say, not one signer of the Auburn 
Affirmation was ever tried for heresy or dismissed 
from the Northern Presbyterian Church. Back in 
1893 the General Assembly had convicted Dr. 
Charles A. Briggs of heresy and had suspended him 
from the ministry of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church for teaching, among other things, that the 
Scriptures contained error. And on similar charges 
Professor Henry Preserved Smith, of Lane Semin- 
ary in Cincinnati, had likewise been convicted of 
heresy and had been suspended from the ministry 
of that denomination in the last decade of the 
nineteenth century. 


But after the Auburn Affirmation was published 
in 1924, none of the almost 1,300 signers of that 
document were ever even tried for heresy. As some 
of the Bible-believing members of the Northern 
Presbyterian denomination freely admitted later, 
the Conservatives failed to do their full duty in this 
connection. 


The Conservatives in the Northern Presbyterian 
Churehn did make some attempt to deal with the 
Auburn Affirmation heresy. For instance, in April 
of 1924 the Presbytery of Cincinnati presented to 
the General Assembly of that denomination an 
overture which officially placed the Auburn Af- 
firmation before it, with the request that proper 
action be taken in the matter. This overture was 
referred to the General Assembly’s Standing Com- 
mittee on Bills and Overtures, which was known to 
be “extremely liberal’ — and which had four 
Auburn Affirmationists in its membership! As 
would be expected, this Committee recommended to 
the General Assembly that “no action be taken” on 
the overture, and the General Assembly adopted 
this Committee’s recommendation. 
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A Heresy Trial Was 
Attempted 


Ten years later, in 1934, an effort was made at 
last to discipline some of the signers of the Auburn 
Affirmation in one of the Presbyteries of the 
Northern Presbyterian Church. In October of that 
year formal charges of heresy were filed in the 
Presbytery of Philadeiphia against eleven Auburn 
Affirmationist ministers who were subject to the 
jurisdiction of that Presbytery. But the proceedings 
never reached the stage of a trial, and the doctrinal 
issues involved were never squarely faced by the 
ministers accused. It was claimed that the Auburn 
Affirmation had been signed some ten years earlier 
and that a trial was now outlawed by the “‘statute 
of limitations.” After a considerable amount of 
argument, the Presbytery of Philadelphia, by a 
vote (in which the accused ministers themselves 
took part!), refused to allow the formal charges 
of heresy to be referred to its Committee on 
Judicial Business, and it ordered the formal charges 
of heresy to be returned to the prosecutors who 
had filed them. 


Thus the efforts of the Conservatives to disci- 
pline the signers of the heretical Auburn Affirma- 
tion had failed. And the Modernist camel, having 
now thrust his head into the Northern Presbyterian 
tent, soon began to thrust in his shoulders prepara- 
tory to standing up and trying to walk off with the 
entire tent. | 


Affirmationist Influence In The 
General Assembly 


Since 1924 the power and influence of thea Au- 
burn Affirmationists have been greatly increased 
and have become more and more evident in the 
affairs of the Northern Presbyterian Church. Au- 
burn Affirmation signers have been placed on the 
most important committees and boards of the 
General Assembly of that denomination, and Au- 
burn Affirmationists have been placed on the 
faculties and boards of trustees of some of its 
theological seminaries. 


It was not until 1940. however, that the Auburn 
Affirmationists succeeded in having one of their 
number, Dr. William L. Young, elected to the high 
office of Moderator of the General Assembly. 


And in the same General Assembly of 1940 the 
influence and power of the Affirmationists were 
clearly demonstrated with regard to an overture 
received from the Presbytery of. Arkansas (of the 
Northern Presbyterian Church), which asked that 
the “Five Points’’ which had been declared to be 
‘“‘essential’’ doctrines by the General Assembly of 
1923 now be declared once more to be essential. 
This overture was referred to the General As- 
sembly’s Standing Committee on Bills and Over- 
tures— the chairman of which was an Auburn 
Affirmation signer. This Committee recommended, 
of course, that the General Assembly take no 
action on the overture from the Presbytery of 
Arkansas. And the General Assembly adopted this 
Committee’s recommendation by unanimous vote. 


And in the General Assembly of 1941 the power 
and influence of the Auburn Affirmationists were 
again clearly demonstrated. In that year the Pres- 
bytery of Cedar Rapids sent an overture to the 
General Assembly of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church which was intended to assure our Southern 
Presbyterian Church of the doctrinal soundness of 
the Northern Presbyterian denomination. This over- 


ture asked the General Assembly to state that it 
regarded the following “as being involved in the 
ordination vows to which we subscribe’’:—the in- 
fallible truth and Divine authority of the Scrip- 
tures, belief in Christ as true and eternal God, the 
Virgin Birth of Christ, the substitutionary atone- 
ment, the bodily resurrection, and the second 
coming of Christ. 


This overture from the Presbytery of Cedar 
Rapids was referred to the General Assembly’s 
Standing Committee on Bills and Overtures, and 
that Committee had as its chairman in 1941 none 
other than Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, who was 
among the first one hundred and fifty Northern 
Presbyterian ministers who had signed the Auburn 
Affirmation! Dr. Coffin’s Committee took this 
overture and rewrote it so that it did not affirm a 
single Christian doctrine! The General Assembly 
then adopted this rewritten overture piously reaf- 
firming ‘“‘the fidelity of the Church to its doctrinal 
standards” and declared itself convinced that “its 
ministers and elders are loyal to their ordination 
vows’ ——whatever that might mean, to Auburn 
Affirmationists and to other Modernists! 


Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin 
Elected Moderator 


But it was not until 1943 that the Auburn Affir- 
mationists finally succeeded in climbing Mount Eve- 
rest and in planting the Modernist banner on its 
very summit. For it was in 1943 that Dr. Henry 
Sloane Coffin, that extreme, radical Modernist who 
was among the first to sign the Auburn Affirma- 
tion, was elected Moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the Northern Presbyterian Church! 
Twenty years ago no one would have dreamed that 
this could possibly happen! 


Dr. Coffin, long-term President of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary of New York City, one of the 
most noted centers of extreme Modernism in 
America; an institution which in 1892 terminated 
its relation to the General Assembly of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church because the General Assembly 
of that denomination had in 1891 failed to confirm 
the appointment of Dr. Charles A. Briggs as Pro- 
fessor of Biblical Theology at Union Theologica! 
Seminary of New York City (the same Dr. Briggs 
who was found guilty of heresy and was suspended 
from the ministry of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church in 1893 but who remained a professor at 
Union Seminary until his death in 1913); Union 
Seminary of New York, that institution which for 
years had as Professor of Practical Theology the 
well-known, radical Modernist, Dr. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, who has written, over his own signature, 
the following statement: “I do not believe in the 
Virgin Birth, or in that old-fashioned substitution- 
ary Doctrine of the Atonement; and I do not know 
any intelligent Christian minister who does’! Dr. 
Coffin, who himself has written: ‘“‘Certain widely 
used hymns still perpetuate the theory that God 
pardons sinners because Christ purchased that 
pardon by his obedience and suffering. But a for- 
giveness that is paid for is not forgiveness. There 
is no cleansing blood which can wipe out the 
record of what has been—the Cross of Christ is 
not a means of procuring forgiveness’’! Dr. Coffin, 
of all the ministers in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church, honored with the highest position in that 
denomination! 


Truly the signers of the heretical Auburn Af- 
firmation had come a long way since 1924. 


a 
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The Affirmationists Today 


Today the Northern Presby_erian denomination 
is honey-combed with Auburn Affirmationists and 
with their theological fellow-travelers. Their in- 
fluence in the official affairs of that church is 
decidedly powerful and wide-spread. They have 
their hands on much of the machinery that governs 
the affairs of that denomination. 


If the Southern Presbyterian Church were to 
unite with the very much larger Northern Presby- 
te-ian Church, Southern Presbyterians could rest 
assured that to a very large extent their church 
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activities would be controlled by the Auburn } 
firmationists and the other Modernists who ar 
now exerting such a powerful influence in the 
‘arger Northern Presbyterian Church. 


What shall every Southern Presbyterian, as a 
Bible-believing Christian who repudiates completely 
the views contained in the Auburn Affirmation and 
who wishes to remain separated from the signers 
of the heretical Auburn Affirmation, say with 
regard to the proposed union with the heresy- 
tainted Northern Presbyterian Church? 


Thou Shalt Say, No! 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Aug. 21: Praise 
For The Works Of God 


Scripture: Psalms 8; 19:1-6; 65:9-13; 104. Devo- 
tional Reading: Job 37:14-24. 


Our Devotional Reading is a part of the speech 
of Elihu, in the book of Job, which has a great 
many majestic passages concerning the works of 
God. “Stand still, and consider the wondrous 
works of God.” Any thinking man will react in 
these two ways when he thinks of Na‘ure: he will 
stand still in awe and reverence; he will study 
Nature in order to understand the Creator; His 
Power, Wisdom and Goodness are all revealed in 
Nature. 

There are a good many of these “Nature Psalms’”’ 
which manifest the works of God. We have several 
for our study. 


I. God’s Glory in Earth and Heavens. Psalms 8. 
These heavens above are God’s heavens: upon them 
He has set His glory; the moon and the stars. The 
Psalmist is thinking of the sky at night. Who has 
not walked beneath a brilliantly lit sky and not 
wondered, Who made all these stars? The skies are 
particularly brilliant at night im the East. It is no 
wonder that ‘‘Astrology’’ was a favorite study of 
men who lived in such an atmosphere. It was most 
natural for such “wise men from the East’’ to 
follow the particular star that led them to Bethle- 
hem seeking for the King. 


These heavenly bodies are the work of His 
fingers: they are ordained of Him. They hang in 
the heavens as a manifestation of His glory. They 
can be seen and studied by all men. This revelation 
of God in Nature make all men inexcusable, as 
Pau! tells us in Romans. Since the invention of the 
telescope this evidence of God is all the more con- 
vincing. 


Men are the greatest of all of God’s works. He 
is made a little lower than the angels, (or God). 
God created man in His own image, and has crown- 
ed him with glory and honor. Man has also been 
placed as king over all the other creatures. He has 
dominion over all the works of thy hands. 


“OQ Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name 
in all the earth!” 


II. Ged’s Glory in Nature: Psalms 19:1-6. This 
Psalm, with its abrupt change in thought at the end 
of verse 6, might be called,. “‘God’s Three Dooks”: 
The Book of Nature, 1-6; The Book of the Law, 
“The Law of the Lord,” 7-10; and the Book of the 
Human Heart, 11-14. 


As we are considering the ‘“‘works of God”’ our 
study is confined to the first section which describes 
for us the Glory of God in Nature. The Heavens, 
the Firmament, is a s.lent, but powerful witness to 
this giory. Addison’s great Hymn describes in a 
beautiful way this silent testimony: 


What though in solemn silence all 
Move round this dark terrestrial ba!l; 
What though no real voice nor sound 
Amidst their radiant orbs be found; 
In reason’s ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice; 
Forever singing, as they shine, 
“The hand that made us is divine.” 


This testimony is perpetual; it ceases not by day 
or night. All day long the sun shines, which is 
described as a bridegroom coming out of his cham- 
ber; all night long the moon and stars take up the 
story. 


It is a universal testimony: their line is gone out 
through all the earth and their words to the end of 
the world. Let no nation or race try to excuse 
themselves in the Day of*Judgment: there is enough 
evidence to convict all men of the sin of not 
worshipping such a God. 


III. God Visits the Earth: Psalms 65:9-13. The 
God of these writers of the Psalms is not the cold, 
disinterested, faraway God of the Deists. He has 
not created the world, ordained a set of laws to 
keep it running, and then observes from a distance 
how it works. No! He is a loving, Merciful God, 
Who takes a deep, heart-felt, interest in the world 


He has created. 


He Visits the Earth. He is the God of Providence 
and of Grace, as well as Creation. The picture here 
reminds us of a gardener who has a beautiful piece 
of land planted in flowers, fruit, and vegetables. 
He loves to walk in his garden; he carefully tends 
it, enriching it and watering it when needed. 


(Continued on Page 16) 


’ 
~ 
‘ ~ 
\ 
| 


Page 14 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


sve resbuterig 
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Wooing The U.S. A. Liberal 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON ALPRIEY BROWN 3 BROWN 
Co E distor Business Merager 


NO RTH Grn STBREBT TELEPHONE 2-9492 


Richmond 19, Virginia 


TO A FEW PRESBYTERIAN, USA, MINISTERS: 


Qne of our mutual friends in the USA Church has given us a list of names, 
with the request that we give them an opportunity to subscribe to our paper. 


Just a minute, now. Don’t go away. ie mertions this for two reésons: 


(1) The positive action of our two Assemblies, calling for a period of 
acquaintance and cooperation before a vote on Reunion is taken; 


(2) The fear that far too many USA men look upon the US Church as tending 
to be Fundanentelist and reactionary. He cites an incident to bear him 
out, but you need not be burdened with it. Your experience would either 
sustain or refute his earnest conviction. Nevertheless, he thinks that 
if more USA ministers read our paper they would be pleasantly surprised 
and would see the picture of our church more completely. 


Therefore, while our paper would in no sense seek to compete with your present 
fine papers in the USA Church, we do raise the question as to your possible pleasure 
in keeping up with the US Church's affairs through our colums.e Our list of Con- 
tributing Editore shows you such familiar names as: 

Harrison Ray Anderson Ilion T. Jones Ee Be Paisley 
Jesse H. Baird Wilbur LaRoe, Jr. Chas. J. Turck 
John Sutherland Bonnell Julian Price Love 


We think we have a live paper. We have been delirhted to see the continuing 
list of objectives we have fought for come to be approved by the General Assembly. 
Our features are widely attractive. For example: 


(1) Dr. Foreman's unusual homily is quoted over the whole country. As you 
know, he is on the USA-US seminary faculty in Louisville. We say there's 
nobody quite like hin. 

(2) Dre Ee Te Thompson's exposition of the Sunday school lesson is of far- 
reaching influence. In addition to teachers, mary pastors file this 
double-page recularly, speaking of it as their "most practical commentary 
on the Bible." 


Most of all, we think you would get a real understanding of the US Church. 


The enclosed form offers you 34 weeks for $2; or, if you prefer, you may take 
advantage of our ministers' rate of $3 for a year (Recular rate: $4, 52 issues). 


Hoping to hear from you very soon, I am 
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Grace PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


800 NO. MADISON AVENUE ¢ PEORIA 3, ILLINOIS ® PHONE 3-3809 


OSCAR RAYMOND LOWRY © PASTOR 


July 12, 


The Rev, Aubrey N. Brown 
The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th Street ° 
Richmond 19, Virginia 


Dear Mr. Brown: 


I have received your circular letter addressed to a few Presbyterian 
USA ministers. I have not had the pleasure of reading your paper al- 
though I douht not that there is much of real worth in it. 

I was a bit amazed at your statement that our friend in the USA 
church had a "fear that far too many 'SA men look upon the US Church 
as tending to be Fundamentalist and reactionary.” 


Personally, and I believe that I express the convictions of many in the 
USA church, our hearts have been encouraged by the warm evangelical 
loyalties of our brethren in the south. 


With the latitude in interpretation granted to familiar terms in these 
Gays, I am not certain what you mean by "Fundamentalist" and "reaction- 
ary." If Fundamentalist means to our USA brother, and to you, one who 
adheres to the plenary inspiratior of the Scriptures, the substitutionary 
atonement of Christ as the only wround of man's salvation, the literal 
bodily resurrection of Christ from the dead, and His present ministry of 
Advocate for those who are redeemed by the Holy Spirit, then far from 
being reactionary, such individuals are true to their ordination vows 
and the standards of the Presbyterian Church, whether USA or US. 


As I understand the word Fundamentalist, it is one who thoroughly believes 


-in the fundamentals of the faith, and those fundamentals are most effect— 


ively expressed in our Standards. Our own USA General Assembly completely 
repudiated an attempt at the last meeting, in Buffalo, to set those Stan- 
dards aside to pacify those whose theological convictions do not at all 
square with the standards of the church to which they gave lip service at 
ordination. 


If I understand Fundamentalists, there is nothing inconsistent with the 
Westminster Confession of Faith and Pundamentalists of Calvinistic per- 
suasion. Your repetition of the insinuation against your brethren in the 
Southern Assembly carries a message to many of us that you would like us 
to understand that the US church repudiates its evangelical convictions. 
I-trust and pray this is not so. 


Most sincerely, 


“WE PREACH NOT OURSELVES BUT CHRIST JESUS THE LORD'~2 Cor. 4:5 
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Those of us who live in the country can ap- 
preciate the imagery. One phrase which strikes me 
very forcefully is in verse 10, latter part, “‘Thou 
makest it soft with showers.’’ Who has not had the 
experience of trying to hoe in his garden when it 
is dry? It is hard, discouraging work. Then, a 
shower comes, and the whole situation changes: the 
ground is soft and yielding, and the hoe sinks with- 
out much effort into the soil. 


“Thou crownest the year with thy goodness.” 
Harvest time is a happy time for farmers. Why? 
Because “The Great Gardner” has not forgotten 
the *“‘Little gardencrs’’ who work His fields. What 
a beautiful sight is a golden field of grain! Is it not 
a golden crown? What a beautiful sight isa green 
pasture covered with flocks and herds! It is easy 
to imagine all nature singing and shouting for joy. 
When God visits the earth, whether as a God of 
Providence, to care for the earth, or as a God of 
Grace, to redeem the earth, it is a time of rejoicing: 
“Joy to the world, the Lord has come.”’ 


IV. “My Meditation of Him Shall be Sweet’’: 
Psalm 104. Suppose we take this expression in verse 
34 as a gathering point for our brief study of this 
enchanting Nature Psalm. 


It is a blessed thing to ‘‘meditate,” if the subject 
of our meditation is worthwhile. What is more 
worthwhile than God, whether we meditatg upon 
His Word, or His Works? Isaac, the successful 
farmer, went out into the field to meditate. May 
we stand in the open fields with the Psalmist and 
think about the God Whom we worship. Here is an 
inexhaustible subject worthy of our deepest and 
-most reverent contemplation. 


1. God’s Character and His Court: 1-5. He is 
clothed with Honor and Majesty. This is part of 
His Character. We come to the Court of THE 
KING, not simply some earthly monarch, but the 
King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords. Earthly 
kings like to wear fine clothes, and surround them- 
selves with costly and beautiful furniture. Solomon 
in all his glory is a symbol of earthly kings: but a 
greater than Solomon is here. This King is “‘Robed 
in majesty and honor,” and surrounded by angels 
who do His bidding. 


2. The Beauty and wonder of the earth. If His 
Court is glorious, so is His “footstool,” the earth. 
“The earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works.” 
The feundations are secure; its oceans are deep; its 
mountains and hills, its valleys and springs, the 
grass and trees and other growing vegetation, the 
sun and moon all are worth thinking upon. 


How painstaking is His care! He has provided 
even for the wild bea:ts; the young lions roar after 
their prey, and seek their meat from God. 


Think of the great seas, filled with innumerable 
creatures, carrying the ships of men upon their 
bosom! 


God has absolute control over the earth: He has 
only to look, and it trembles; only to touch it, and 
it smokes. A good illustration of the trembling of 
the earth is when God came down upon Mt. Sinai. 
(Exodus 19:16-18). ° 


3. The Psalm closes with the desire that sinners 
be consumed out of the earth, and the wicked be 
no more. 
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SUNDAY 


‘SCHOOL SUCCESS. 


ALL BIBLE 
GRADED SERIES 


endorsed by 

Rev. Peter R. Joshua 
pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church, Avrora, Illinois 


Says he— 

“Our Sunday School has just 
closed a three months’ prayer- 
undergirded membership drive. 
Nearly 200 new members were 
added, with an attendance 


of over 700. 


We owe a great awakening to the 
practice of prayer, the exhaltation 
of the Word, and the invaluable 
teaching material of Scripture 
Press, with its Christ-centered 
focus. I thoroughly recommend it.” 


Prove to yourself 
the soul-winning 
capacity of the 
ALL BIBLE lessons 


I'm interested in the ALL-BIBLE 
GRADED SERIES. Picase send me free 
information and samples checked below: 
C) Send FREE copy of booklet, “Get the 

WHOLE FAMILY into your Sunday 
School.”’ Please send me sample les- 
sons for departments checked: ( En- 
closed is 10¢ to help cover handling - 
and mailing costs for samples) 


—_——Beginner Primary ~——Junior 
Intermediate Senior -——Bible Survey 
s Send “Build for the Future’’ FREE 


booklet with information on Nursery 
Course. 


No. and Street 
} 


City 


SCRIPTURE Pp > 3 
Dept. SPA-89, 434 S. Wabash, Chicago 5, Ill. 
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The only thing which spoils the picture, with the 
exception of the ugly places caused by man, and 
the other effects of the “‘curse,”’ is man himself: 
“Only man is vile.” 


Man, made in the image of God, was given do- 
minion over the world, but man, contaminated and 
dominated by sin, has become a menace to the 
world. In fact, all of creation has been effected by 
the Fall of man. Paul tells us that the whole Crea- 
tion is groaning along with groaning men. All 
things wait for the purifying of the world. 


That glorious Day is coming. The Prophets preach 
about it; the Psalmist sing about it; our Lord has 
promised it: we look for a new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwellest righteousness. 


Lesson For Aug. 28: Exalting 
The Word Of God 


Scripture: Psalms 19:7-14; 105; 119. Devotional 
Reading: Proverbs 2:1-9. 


The wise man in Proverbs tells us the priceless 
value of the Word of God. Here we find wisdom, 
knowledge, understanding: it teaches us “every 
good path.” As Whittier says we come back from 
our quest of knowledge to find that all the sages 
said is in the Book our mothers read. 


The exaltation of the Word of God is one of the 
outstanding topics sung about in the Psalms. The 
Jews set a high value on this revelation from God. 
To no other nation had Jehovah given such a Reve- 
lation of His Character, Law, and Plan of Salva- 
tion. Well would it have been with them if they 
had followed its teachings and commands. Moses 
urged them to remember the Law of God, to teach 
it diligently to their children and never forsake its 
commands. He warned them of the consequences of 


disobedience. Terrible, indeed, is the punishment’ 


that comes on a people who neglect and despise 
such a sacred birthright. 


May we not apply this lesson to ourselves. Our 
eountry has had the Bible as a priceless heritage. 
It came here with the first settlers. Im these 
“modern” days we are shutting it more and more 
out of our national life. The recent decision of the 
Supreme Court is one of the indications of this 
turning away from the Word of God. 


I. Psalm 19:7-14: “The Law of the Lord.” The 
first part of this Psalm belonged in the Nature 
group. At the seventh verse there is an abrupt 
change from the Glory of God in Nature to the 
Glory of God as seen in His Word. Nature and the 
Bible ought to be studied together: the one supple- 
ments the other. The light of Nature is not suf- 
ficient, for there are some characteristics of God 
which Nature does not reveal. Nowhere in nature 
can we see clearly the Plan of God for Saving a 
lost world. 


In the three verses, 7, 8, 9, we have a name of 
the Word, then an attribute of the Word, then 
some effect upon men. We have it called the Law, 
the testimony, the scatutes, the commandment, the 
fear of the Lord, the judgments. It is perfect, sure, 
right, pure, clean, true and righteous altogether. It 
converts the soul, makes wise the simple, rejoices 
the heart, enlightens the eyes, endures forever. 


The next verse its inestimable value; more to be 
desired than gold, sweeter than the dripping of the 
honey-comb. Then follows two contrasted lessons: 


it warns us; it rewards us. Think of the value of 
such a Book! Sir Walter Scott was right when he 
said, “There is but one Book.” 


The balance of the Psalm tells of the work that 
needs to be done in our hearts. We must be taught 
our sins and secret faults; we must be kept from 
presumptuous sins. lt closes with the petition so 
often used in the opening prayer in worship: “Let 
the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength (rock), and my Redeemer.” 


Il. Psalm 105: A Historical Review. Since this 
Psalm was studied in the Festival Songs, I want to 
use the balance of my space in studying Psalm 119. 


Ill. Psalm 119: The Excellence of the Word of 
God. Most of us are familiar with the peculiarities 
of this longest Psalm. It is one of the Alphabetical 
Psalms, each verse of each stanza, in the Hebrew, 
begins with the letter of the alphabet which is 
usually printed at the head of that section of the 


Psalm. Every verse, except three has some name 
of the Word. 


It is impossible to do more than just touch on a 
few of the beautiful statements made in this 
chapter. 


We Protestants are sometimes accused of “‘wor- 
shipping the Bible."” We do not worship the Book, 
but we worship the One Who gave us the Book, 
and we regard the Book as His Inspired Revelation 
to us, our only infallible guide for Salvation, 
worship, and conduct. We do not worship the Cross, 
but we glory, as Paul, in it, and we worship the 
One Who hung there for our sins. 


I want to take a verse or two from most of these 
“Stanzas,”’ and meditate upon them for a moment. 


1. How does the Book become a blessing? By 
walking in the Law of the Lord, keeping His 
testimonies, seeking Him with the whole heart. In 
other words, the Bible is a blessed Book to the man 
who lets it lead him to God. 


2. Where shall we put the Bible? Thy Word have 
1 hid in mine heart that I might not sin against 
thee. Someone said of this verse, ““A good thing, 
in a good place, for a good purpose.” Is it not the 
best thing, in the best place, for the best purpose? 


3. How to read and study the Bible. “Open thou 
mine eyes that I may behold wondrous things out 
of thy law.”’ This is a splendid prayer to utter each 
time we come to the Book. A blind man placed in a 
beautiful valley sees none of its beauties, so a man 
whose eyes are blinded by the god of this world 
never sees the wonders of the Book. The “natural 
man” is such a man, and the things of the Spirit 
are “‘foolishness” to him. 


4, 5, 20. The Bible ‘quickens” dead souls. Bad 
books have killed many souls; this Blessed Book 
makes them live again. The dead soul is quickened 
according to God’s Word; it is quickened in the 
way; it is quickened in thy righteousness. The Book 
is the basis for Revivals. A fine illustration is the 
Revival under Ezra and Nehemiah, and the Re- 
formation. 


6. The Bible makes us free: “I will walk at 
liberty because I keep thy precepts.”’ Ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth will make you free. Wher- 
ever the Bible has gone, people have shaken off the 
shackles of superstition and slavery. Is America 
gradually losing her freedom because we are neg- 
lecting the Word of God? 
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Christians everywhere since Pentecost have 
rejoiced in the perfect petition given by 
our blessed Lord in response to His dis- 
ciples’ plea—hallowed words ‘brought to 
our remembrance’’ by the Holy Ghost 
Himself, es Jesus promised. 

Now you can rejoice in a fuller and 
richer understanding of the Lord's Prayer, 
particularly in the light of its deeper impli- 
cations for daily living. Dr. Charles J. 
Woodbridge's splendid study is in ten fas- 
cinating lessons, with popular objective- 
type examination blanks. Unusually fine 
for class devotional study. Enrollment fee, 
$4.00, including beautiful 124 page spiral- 


bound textbook. Enroll today! 


BIBLE 153 Institute Place 
INSTITUTE Chicago 10, Illinois 


[} 1 enclose $4.00. Enroll me as follows: 


MOODY Correspondence School | 


Send further details 
and sample lesson. 


SJ-901 


Name 
Address 


7 and 11: The Bible gives Comfort:‘I hope in thy 
Word.” This is my comfort in my affliction. It is a 
Book of Hope, of Judgments upon the wicked, of 
Precious Promises, of Songs in the night. Nothing 
can break a man as long as he hopes and sings. 

8. The Bible dispiays God’s Mercy. Be merciful 
unto me according to thy Word. The earth, O Lord, 
is full of thy mercy. How His mercy shines forth 
even in the midst of severe chastisements! 


9 and 10: The Bible teaches the purpose and 
value of affliction and pain. Before I was afflicted 
I went astray, but now (verse 67) It is a good 
thing for me that I have been afflicted (71). Thou 
in faithfulness hath afflicted me (75). 


12. The Eternity of God’s Word. Forever, O 
Lord, thy Word is settled in heaven. There are 
many things which can be shaken to pieces: the 
Word of God is one of the things which “cannot” 
be shaken.” 


13. The Sweetness of God’s Word. “How sweet 
are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth.” We have the sweetness of 
wisdom, for folly is bitter; the sweetness of Good- 
ness, ror evil is bitter; the sweetness of Truth, for 
falsehood is bitter. The Bible leads us in the path 
of Wisdom, Goodness, Truth. 


14. “Thy Word is a lamp to my feet and a light 
to my path.’’ The*path we travel is one of Dif- 


ficulty, of Danger, of Defilement: The word of God 
lets us see the path, and guides us in it. 


15. The Word is our hiding-place, our shield, our 
hope. There are storms; there are enemies; there 
are discouragements. We need protection. 


16. The Bible is better than gold. Therefore I 
love thy commandments above gold; yea, above 
fine gold. If the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil, the love of God’s Word is a root of all 
kinds of good. 

17. The Bible gives Light. The entrance of thy 


words giveth light. It throws a flood of light on the 
Past, on the Present, on the Future. 


18. Thy Word is very Pure. Pure in its doctrine; 
pure in its conduct. It has to deal with SIN which 
is the foulest and ugliest thing in the world, but 
it deals with it in such a way as to make us hate 
and loathe it. 


19. “I Cried.’”’ These two words express the deep 
need of the human soul. There is the cry for 
salvation, “‘save me,” for hope, for love, for life. 
The Bible answers the cry of the heart. 


21. Great peace have they which love thy Law. 
Perfect peace is found. 


22. “I have longed for thy salvation:’” we find 
it in the Book. 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For August 
Aug. 21: Christian VIPs 


Introduction 


This program is designed to introduce the young 
people of your group to the outstanding leaders in 
world Christianity and to those in our own branch 
of the Church. Naturally the people whom we could 
study are so many that we can never begin to study 
all of them, or even a representative group of them. 
We must build our program around short bio- 
graphical sketches of several different types of 
leader. 


Certain ones will be handled in Presbyterian 
Youth. We are also suggesting here several leaders 
who are so well known that you can find all the 
material you may need by asking your pastor for 
some material or by going to your public library. 


Before suggesting any modern leaders to be 
studied we need to go back to the Word of God 
and see the men that God has used in times gone by. 
Let us turn to the Book of Hebrews. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Hebrews 11:1-10, 32-40 


These men in Hebrews 11 are the men whom God 
has placed on His honor roll of faith, amd these are 
the kind of men that God can use and bless. For 
men to qualify on God’s honor roll of faith modern 
day leaders must measure up in faith and life to 
the standards set by these men. Let us run through 
and see some of the characteristics of the great 
men whom God has used in ancient times. 


1. Genuine Faith Defined: Heb. 11:1-3. 


(a) Conviction about things unseen. Verse 1. 
Noah could not see the world wide flood coming, 
but he had conviction that it was coming. Abraham 
could not see Canaan but he had a conviction that 
it was there. Real faith is a deep conviction about 
the unseen things of the spirit and about the things 
God is going to do that He has not done yet. 


(b) Confidence in God’s Word. Verse 2. We have 
received a good report, that is a good record, of 
what God has done and will do. Faith is conviction 
that believes these things will be because God has 
said so. No one can have real, living faith without 
confidence in the Word of God. 


(c) Committment to God’s Program. When we 
really believe a thing we act on it. When a man 
believes God he acts according to the will of God. 
Each of these men, when they believed God, com- 
mitted themselves to God’s program. Abel brought 
a lamb. Noah built an ark. Abraham set out for 
Canaan. Moses left Egypt. 


2. Genuine Faith Identified: Heb. 11:32-40. 
Faith is always made manifest by power. Notice 
how in the ministry of these men. 


(a) Power to achieve the impossible. Verses 32- 


(b) Power to endure the inevitable. Verses 36-38. 


(c) Assurance of better things to come. Verses 
39-40. 


Suggestions 
Talks should be prepared about several Christian 
leaders. Our suggestion of a well rounded and re- 
presentative group would be something like this: 
Rev. Charles E. Fuller, Evangelist of the Airways; 
Rev. C. Darby Fulton, Missionary Statesman; Dr. 
John R. Mott, World Christian Leader; Bishop 

Berggrav, Courageous Warrior. 


Program Outline 


The Call to Worship: Isaiah 40:38-31. 
= Hymn of Worship: “Come, Thou Almighty 
ing.” 

The Scripture Lesson: Hebrews 11:1-10, 32-40. 

Season of Prayer. 

Leader’s Introduction: Explaining Purpose of pro- 
gram as in Introduction above. 

Talk No. 1: Genuine Faith Defined. See Scripture 
Lesson above Part 1. 

Talk No. 2: Genuine Faith Identified. See Scripture 
Lesson above Part 2. 

Hymn: “Faith of Our Fathers Living Still.” 

Talk No. 3: Rev. Charles E. Fuller, Evangelist of 
the Airways. 

Talk No. 4: Rev. Darby Fulton, Missionary States- 
man. 

Talk No. 5: Dr. John R. Mott, World Christian 
Leader. 

Talk No. 6: Bishop Berggrav, Courageous Warrior. 

Closing Exhortation: Hebrews 12:1-2. 

The Closing Hymn: “The Son of God Goes Forth 
to War.” 

The Benediction: Hebrews 13:20-21 in unison. 


Aug. 28: Pleased To Meetcha 


Introduction 


The purpose of this program is to acquaint the 
young people of your group with the organization 
and leadership of Young People’s work beyond the 
local church—in Presbytery, Synod, and General 
Assembly. In Presbyterian Youth you will be intro- 
duced to the leaders and organization. 


As in every program so in this one we must root 
and ground our worship and study in the Word of 
God. In the Bible we have two letters written 
especially to a young person. In these letters we 
see the kind of advice that leaders should be giving 
young people, and by our consideration we find the 
standards that help us measure the worth of leaders 
of young people as well as hearing the words of 
advice to young people from the heart of the 
greatest of all apostles. Let us look at a few of 
Paul’s exhortations to young Timothy. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. Youth must set the pace Spiritually: 1 Timothy 
4:12. All too often young people have the feeling 
that church is planned by and for adults and that 
young people are simply to go along for the ride 
and support the program with no questions asked. 
Actually youth is to set the pace and should set 
the pace because young people have not yet become 
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set in their ways of thinking and patterns of 
behavior as have too many older people. 


2. Youth Must Hold Fast to Sound Doctrine: 
II Timothy 1:13. We have lived through a period 
when men felt that it did not matter what we 
believe so long as we live all right. But we have 
found that a man who feels that it makes no 
difference what he believes soon comes to feel that 
it makes no difference how he lives. We have seen 
the great controversies in the past over the inci- 
dental things of Christian faith and in reaction 
from these we have come to feel that we can’t agree 
on the real essentials without controversy. But 
sound teaching that men accept and believe must 
be the backbone of any real Christian life and 
service, and that teaching is found in the whole 
Bible, the living Word of God. Young people must 
know this Bible and guard it carefully in faith and 
life if they are to be an example to the believers. 


8. Youth Must Be Diligent in Bible Study: II 
Timothy 2:15. If young people are to set the pace 
and hold fast to sound doctrine they must be 
willing to pay the price of a day by day discipline 
of Bible study. Helps available today make it 
possible for us to know the Bible better than any 
other generation of young people, and yet as a 
whole we know less than any other. The Holy 
Spirit stands ready to be our teacher and God 
stands ready to use powerfully those who will pay 
the price, but there is no short cut for us. Day by 
day we must study the Word. 


4. Youth Must Enter into An Experience of 
Salvation: II] Timothy 3:14-15. The Bible is not 
given to men that men may know what is in it. 
The Bible is a record of the work of God in the 
hearts and lives of men and women of like passions 
as we down through the centuries, and we are to 
study it so that by means of its message we will 
come to grips with God and let God do through 
us the same deeds of power that He did through 
them. The greatest of all heresies is to believe the 
facts of the Bible with the head while denying its 
spirit in the heart and denying its power in the 
life. Salvation is not alone a future thing, it is a 
present transformation of life that leads to deliver- 
ance from the power of sin unto a life of powerful 
love and righteousness. Salvation without this 
transformation is a deception. The Bible is the 
living Word that God uses to work in us this living 
experience. 

5. Youth Must Be Ever and Always on the Front 
Line of Service: II Tim. 4:1-2. When the living 
Word has been used by the Spirit of God to bring 
us into a real experience of salvation we will always 
be on the front line of service—preaching, teaching, 
serving, helping, studying, worshipping—whenever 
and wherever the opportunity may arise. It is to 
help us to this end that our Young People’s work 
in the church is organized and that men and women 
are called to the full time task of planning for us 
and helping us in the work. 


Suggestions 


This Scripture lesson should be followed by a 
series of personality studies about young people’s 
leaders in our church, pointing out how their work 
and programs help us to realize these exhortations 
of Paul. 


Program Outline 


Call to Worship: Ecclesiastes 12:1. 
Opening Hymn: “Day Is Dying In The West.” 


FHIS 
COUPON NOW 


(at no obligation to you) 


for complete information on Memorials, En- 
dowments, Legacies, Annuity-Gifts or Life 
Insurance—five methods of giving support to 
your Church’s program of Forei Missions. 
Our interesting material on each of these sub- 
jects is yours for the asking. Just tear out 
this coupon and mail it today— 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer, 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, 
P. O. Box 330, Nashville, Tennessee. 


Please send me complete information on: 


Memorials [] Endowments 
Legacies [] Annuity Gifts 
] Life Insurance 


Name 


Address 


PULPIT-CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION 
BAPTISMAL 
DOCTORS 


Scripture Lesson: II Timothy 1:1-6; 3:14-17. 

Evening Prayer. 

Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee.”’ 

Leader's Introduction: See Introduction above. 

= No. 1: Youth Must Set Pace Spiritually. See 
above. 

Talk No. 2: Youth Must Hold Fast to Sound Doc- 
trine. See above. 

Talk No. 3: Youth Must Be Diligent in Bible Study. 
See above. 

per No. 4: Youth Must Enter Into Salvation. See 
above. 

Hymn: “Wonderful Words of Life” or ‘The Spirit 
Breathes upon the Word.” 

Talks: Present several! personality thumbnail 
sketches of leaders of young people’s work. 

Closing Hymn: “Lead On, O King Eternal.”’ 

Benediction: Psalm 19: 14 in unison. 
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The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, Ga. 


. 18. Wherein consists the sinfulmess of that 
estate whereinto man fell? 


A. The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man 
fell, consists in the guilt of Adam’s first sin, the 
want of original righteousness, and the corruption 
of his whole nature, which is commonly called 
Original Sin; together with all actual transgression 
which proceeds from it. 


This is the picture of sin which the Bible gives 
in the Psalms (32, 51, 130), and in Romans (1:18f; 
5:12-21), in the words of our Lord (Matt. 15:19). 
It is a picture confirmed by the history of men and 
by the accounts in the daily newspapers. 


Guilt means debt, the punishment the law de- 
mands. A father is responsible before the law for 
an accident committed by his son while driving the 
father’s car. A husband is liable for the debts his 
wife makes. If a man goes on the bond of his son 
and the son steals a sum of money, the father is 
held under his bond and has to make good the 
money stolen. So we see that guilt is not always 
limited to the one who did the act. Adam was our 
first father and our representative who acted for 
us all. And so we are all guilty of his first sin, 
exposed to punishment cn account of that sin. 


The want of original righteousness means we 
have iost that goodness or rightness of heart and 
life in which Adam was created. We are born 
sinners. God made Adam after His image, but Adam 
begat a son after his fallen image. By the fall the 
image of God was completely defaced, horribly 
mutilated, well-nigh obliterated—like a coin with 
the image almost worn off. 


Instead of the good disposition and the holy 
desires man had before the fall, we now have a 
nature that is unsound, set upon doing evil. This 
is called the depravity or the corruption of our 
whole nature. And this corruption affects the 
whole man, every part or aspect or faculty of our 
being. Apart from God’s grace fallen man is all 
wrong, in all things, all the time. But that does not 
mean that he is either as bad as the devil, or that 
every man is as bad as every other man or that any 
man is as bad as he can become. Indeed, God 
exercises some restraint over even wicked men, 
otherwise life in this world would have already 
been destroyed by atomic or germ bombs. 


Original sin does not mean that Adam was 
created a sinner, but that we come into the world 
with sin upon us. In its fullest extent original sin 
means the guilt of Adam’s first sin, the want of the 
original righteousness, and the corruption of our 
whole nature. In its narrower use it refers only to 
the last of these three. It is used here to bring out 
the difference between the sin we bring with us 
into the sett and the sins we ourselves commit. 


Actual transgressions are our personal acts of 
sin, our sinful thoughts, imagination and desires, 
our sinful words, deeds and works. Our Lord Jesus 
said: “From within, out of the hearts of men pro- 
ceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornication, murders, ’ 


thefts, false witness, railings.” “Ye are of your 
father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye 
will do.”” By the fall man became an enemy of God, 
a servant of sin, and an heir of Hell. 


In our great sin we sorely need a great Saviour. 
And in His great love God has given us the Saviour 
who is great enough to save us from our sin: His 
only begotten Son. 


. 19. What is the misery of that estate into 
which man fell? 


A. All mankind, by their fall lost communion 
with God, are under his wrath and curse, and so 
made liable to all miseries in this life, to death 
itself, and to the pains of hell forever. 


How can two walk together except they be 
agreed? Man has ceased to be of one mind with 
God, and so real communion or fellowship ceased. 
“The great loss that man suffered by this fall was 
just the loss and withdrawal of the Holy Spirit, 
whose indwelling constituted and sustained the 
image of God in the human heart.’ (A. Whyte) So 
man was driven from the Garden of Eden and the 
cherubim barred the way of his return—until the 
Saviour should bring him back. 


Man’s wicked sin against God called forth God’s 
wrath and curse upon man. Among men there is 
such a thing as rignateous indignation against op- 
pression, injustice and wrong. So the Bible tells 
us of the righteous wrath of God (John 3:36; Rom. 
1:18; 5:9; I Thess. 1:10; Heb. 3:11; 4:3). Yes it 
tells us that we are “by nature the children of 
wrath” (Eph. 2:3) that is, that we are under or 
subject to wrath, worthy of being punished. And 
our consciences tell us that the Bible is right. The 
curse is the sentence cf punishment for breaking 
the law, the condemnation of God. 


Thus man is justly liable or exposed to all the 
pains or sufferings God may see fit to send upon 
him. These may be anxiety of heart and anguish 
of mind, loss of health or property, pains of hunger, 
calamities or disasters. Then there is the certainty 
of death and the fear that it may come at any 
moment. And beyond death are the penalties or the 
pains of Hell. And these pains are forever. Those 
that go to Hell leave God forever. They go into 
a life of never ending sinning and never ending 
punishments for that endless sinning. Today is 
the day of salvation! ‘Now is the time that God has 
given us to clo#e with that Saviour who alone closes 
the gates of Hell and opens the gates of Heaven for 
fallen men. 


Q. 20. Did God leave all mankind to perish in the 
estate of sin and misery? 


A. God having, out of his mere good pleasure, 
from all eternity, elected some to everlasting life, 
did enter into a covenant of grace, to deliver them 
out of the estate of sin and misery, and to bring 
them into an estate of salvation by a Redeemer. 


‘“‘We have already sailed over one sea, that of 
man’s corruption, a dead sea, as I may call it; and 
now we are entering upon another, a far vaster 
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and deeper, of God’s love and free grace.” (Good- 
win). The covenant of life based on the work of 
man’s obedience failed, now God introduces the 
covenant of grace based on the work of Christ’s 
redemption. 


God having elected some. Every day we choose. 
We choose sides for our baseball games. We choose 
our friends, our boy friends and our girl friends. 
We choose our husbands and our wives. Our power 
of choice is due to the fact that God in the be- 
ginning made us like Himself. In the highest sense 
God has the right to choose, to elect. Both in Isaiah 
and in First Peter God calls the Messiah His elect. 
He also speaks of the elect angels, of Israel as the 
elect nation or the chosen people. God comforts 
Christian believers by saying: “‘Who shall lay any- 
thing to the charge of God’s elect?’’ God chooses 
nations and individuals both to service and to salva- 
tion. Those whom He elects God calls to faith in 
Christ so that faith is the sign that He elected us. 


Out of His mere good pleasure. Mere means pure, 
unmixed; and good pleasure means His good will, 
His favor, the kingly considerate love of God. It 
was God’s good pleasure to make a plan to save 
lost and fallen man. Since man had rebelled and 


deserved nothing good from God this is a plan or. 


a covenant of grace. For grace is God’s love to the 
unlovely, to the undeserving, to the sinful and 
wicked. Grace always flows down to lift up those 
upon whom it is bestowed. God had his reasons for 
just the ones He does save, but these reasons are 
in God’s great heart of love. They are not in the 
elect. None of us deserve the least bit of God’s 
mercy. 


God elected some. The contrast is not between 
some and many. The elect are described in the 
Book of Revelation as a great host that no man 
can number. The contrast is between some and all. 
We do not know how many or what proportion 
are saved and what lost. There are some in both 
groups. God might justly have left all to the punish- 
ment the whole fallen race deserved. God has left 
the fallen angels to their punishment. But in His 
gracious heart of love, He planned to save a host 
of fallen men. 


This plan is a covenant of grace. Adam failed 
to meet the conditions of the covenant of works, 
Christ succeeded in meeting the conditions of the 
“covenant of grace by His full and perfect 
obedience. By all that He did for us and all that 
He suffered in our stead, the Redeemer delivered 
us out of the estate of sin and misery and into an 
estate of salvation. In our further questions we 
shall learn more of who Christ is and what He did 
to deliver or redeem us from the wrath of God 
(I Thess. 1:10), from the curse of the law (Gal. 
3:13), from the guilt of sin (Eph. 1:7). from 
ert ad (Titus 2:14), from a vain life (I Peter 


Wings For The Soul 


Dear God, give us strength to accept with 
serenity the things that cannot be changed. Give 
us courage to change the things that can be and 
should be changed. And give us wisdom to distin- 
guish one from the other. Selected.,. 


JUNIOR course 
G 


by S 


HROUGH the Bible in 3 years—every 

lesson True to the Bible. Standard's 
sparkling new Junior Graded course will 
win your Juniors to Christ and His church 
through tested educational methods. First 
2 years ready beginning with October 
quarter. Teacher's Quarterly (45c.), Pu- 
pils’s Workbook (25c.), and Classroom 
Helps (75c.) available. 


FREE SAMPLES. . . . Send for FREE pros- 
pectus on Junior Graded course. Also avail- 
able on request for other age groups: pros- 
pectus of Graded or actual samples of Uni- 
form lesson helps and weekly papers. Include 
church name and your position in Sunday 
school. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


20 E. Central Parkway Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


We Still Have On Hand A Few Copies Of 
Peloubet’s Select Notes - 4649 


PRICE $2.75 


For a limited time, or until our present sup- 
ply is exhausted, we will send one copy of this 
book, together with a year’s subscription to 
The Journal, either new or renewal, for $2.75, 
which is the price of the boek alone. 


ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman's Calendar 
August 1949 


Circle Topic: “Preaching At The Feast Of Taber- 
nacles.”’ Scripture Reading: John 7,8. 


Monthly Emphasis: Negro Work In Our Assembly. 
General Program: ‘‘Peeceful Change Is Possible.’ 


Conferences at Montreat: 
Foreign Missions - August 5-11. 
Home Missions - August 11-17. 
Institute of Theology - August 18-28. 


Woman’s Training School: Snedecor Memorial Sy- 
nod, Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Ala., August 
17-24. 


The Woman’s Training School 


Stillman College 


Aug \\17-24, 1949. 
The fifth annual Woman’s Training School, 
Snedecor Memorial Synod, will be held at Stillman 
College, Tuscaloosa, Ala., August 17-24, 1949. A 


splendid faculty and group ef guest speakers have . 


accepted the invitation of the Program Committee 
to take part in the School. Six courses in the 
Curriculum of the Women of the Chureh will be 
offered: Bible Book Study; Missions in the Local 
Church; Organization and Work, Women of the 
Church; Christian Witnessing; Worship; Christian 
Citizenship. All phases of the Church’s program will 
be presented through general morning sessions, 
afternoon workshops and evening messages. A 
special program of music will be the feature of 
Saturday evening. Sunday will include Sunday 
school, morning and evening church worship, and 
a vesper service. There will be morning worship 
daily, also the evening vespers, these services to be 
planned as a part of the work of the class in 
Worsnip, which will be taught by Mrs. John L. 
Parkes, Assistant Secretary of Woman’s Work. 


Other faculty members are: Mrs. §S. H. Askew, 
Mrs. Leighton McCutchen, Mrs. Arena Devarieste, 
Rev. Lawrence W. Bottoms, and Mrs. W. A. Mc- 
Cutchen. Among guest speakers who will appear 
at the morning and evening general sessions are 
Mrs. William Holmes Borders, Mrs. H. D. Habery- 
an, Mrs. C. S. Harringten, Dr. Sam Burney Hay, 
Mrs. A.- Walter Litz, Dr. James G. Patton, Mrs. 
Alma Stovall. The artist who will be presented 
Saturday evening, August 20, is Mrs. Robert (Jes- 
syca) Hayden, of Birmingham, Alabama. 


Registration, room and board will be $16.00, and 
will be paid in part or in whole in advance. An- 
nouncement fliers have been distributed at the 
meetings of presbytery and presbyterial in Snedecor 
Memorial Synod, and announcement was made at 
all other presbyterial meetings. Letters have been 
sent to all Negro Presbyterian U. 8S. pastors, all 
local presidents of Women of the Chureh in Snede- 
cor Memorial Synod and in those churches belong- 
ing to white Presbyterians, to all delegates who 
attended the 1948 Training School, and to chair- 


men of Intergroup Work in the synodicals, asking 
for their support in assuring a record breaking 
attendance: Assistance is needed to be given by 
many of the white organizations in order that there 
may be adequate means to assist delegates who 
have to have such financial help. A scholarship— 
$16.00—will be made available to the wife of any 
Negro Presbyterian U. S. minister provided the 
request is made known to the Committee on 
Woman’s Work promptly and also that the one 
receiving such a scholarship remain throughout the 
entire Woman’s Training School. These scholar- 
ships are made possible by the Executive Commit- 
tee of Christian Education, co-operating with the 
As-embly’s Committee on Negro Work. 


Any gift of money that any individual or circle 
or local organization, Women of the Church, wants 
to make for this School, should be sent to Miss 
Mary S. Quidor, Treasurer, Committee on Woman s 
Work, marked “For Stillman Training School.” In 
addition to money, there is need for white women 
of our Church to encourage the Negro women to 
attend, help them as they plan to go, and undergird 
this School with their earnest prayer. 


For further information write Miss Annie Tait 
Jenkins, Chairman 1949 Stillman Woman’s Train- 
ing School Program, 309 Henry Grady Building, 
Atlanta 3, Ga. 


Heard At Presbyterial 
Meetings 


This spring it was our privilege to attend three 
of the four presbyterials in Snedecor Memorial 
Synod. Some interesting and encouraging things 
were heard as we sat in those meetings in New 
Liberty Church, Dillon, S. C., Good Hope Church, 
Bessemer, Alabama; and Alexander Memorial 
Church, Kosciusko, Mississippi. 


There are 226 women in North and South Caro- 
lina Presbyterial; the budget was met entirely and 
a $25.00 fund for Life Membership was given. The 
two district chairmen had group conferences last 
fall. 


Amy’s Chapel reported 34 members and one out- 
post Sunday school. Bethel, 21 members with an 
average attendance of 18 at monthly meetings. 
Montpelier has 3% circles which meet monthly, aver- 
age attendance 27. They studied “The Christian 
Home’’— New Liberty reported 17 members; one 
had read the Bible through during 1948-49. Gifts 
were $130.90. The women had shared in Visitation 
Evangelism. 9 went to group conference, 1 to Still- 
man. Rice Memorial reported having used the 
Bible studies provided and will use “We Believe” 
for Sunday night programs. Membership is 154, 6 
circles, their gifts were $805, much being for local 
expenses. Golden Hill had given 500 stones for the 
church building and had bought a communion set 
for the church. 


Miss Julia Reid, who led the evening worship, 
said ‘“‘Let us follow God in His holiness, in His 
power, in His enthusiasm, in His submission to 
God’s will.” 


= 
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Nine of the fourteen local organizations were 
represented at this presbyterial. The Presbyterial 
will meet in Trinity Church, Decatur, Ga., April 
7, 8, 1950. 


Central Alabama has more than 170 women, with 
11 local organizations. There were 17 delegates and 
11 visitors, representing 7 churches. Some good 
reports were made. They have supported the As- 
sembly’s Committee on Negro Work during the 
year. The Blessing Box Fund amounted to $27.24. 
There are three districts now since Presbyterial 
authorized the setting up of the districts. The pres- 
byterial budget is $180.00 and includes an Honor- 
ary Life Membership Fund. A new president was 
elected, Mrs. A. E. Luffborough, Brown Memorial 
Church of Tuscaloosa. A Secretary of Literature 
was also elected, together with Historial, Corre- 
sponding Secretary and Recording Secretary. The 
Secretary of Literature is a new office to be filled. 


The attendance at Ethel Presbyterial was the 
smallest of the three meetings, with 13 delegates, 
4 of them officers of the presbyterial. Six churches 
were represented. The evening offering was $8.54. 
The most remarkable thing reported is the work of 
one woman at Mt. Vernon. She has served as pres- 
byterial president and is determined that the work 
will be done, even though she is the only Presby- 
terian woman living in that neighborhood. As a 
woman of the Church she gave to the work of the 
Church $22.00 and to the blessing fund $3.05. All 
the work is remembered by that one faithful 
woman. The newest organization is at Faith 
Church, Jackson. World Day of Prayer was ob- 
served with a gift of $2.00. The gifts for the year 
were $103.80, with contingent fund of $13.20 paid. 
Pilgrim Grove with 8&8 members reported study, 
gifts and prayer during the year. Greenfield re- 
ported $40 benevolent gifts, $29.00 current ex- 
penses, with 18 of 34 women active. 


Ethel presbyterial also authorized three districts 
and chairmen were appointed. Minutes of the pres- 
byterial will be mimeographed and _ distributed 
among local presidents end all presbyterial officers, 
and sent to office of Committee on Woman’s Work. 
New officers include Tieasurer, and Secretaries of 
Foreign Missions, Spiritual Life, and Literature. 
The next Presbyterial meeting will be held at Faith 
Church, Jackson, Miss. — A. T. J. 


Assembly-wide Evangelistic 
Advance 


The state of the times, the forward march of 
American Protestantism, and the rising tide of in- 
terest among our own people encourage us in the 
belief that the time is ripe for a great forward 
movement in Evangelism. It is gratifying, there- 
fore, that our General Assembly in recent session 
has issued the call for an Assembly-wide Evan- 
gelistic Advance. An advance of a more limited 
scope and purpose, we feel, would be unworthy of 
our Church. 


Three features of the forward movement should 
impress us: First, in its outreach it is to cover the 
entire South. An earnest effort will be made to 
enlist every one of the more than 3,500 Churches 
in a worthy, well-planned program for reaching 
the unchurched for Christ; second, it is to be co- 
operative in character. The different agencies of 
the Church have indicated their readiness to join 


GOWNS 


-Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
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CATALOG OW #EFQUEST 
be 
CHURCH GOODS 
= SUPPLY COMPANY 


821.23 ARCH STREET PHILADELPH A. PA 


FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sunday Schoo! 
or Missionary Superintendent, one copy of “TAKE NO 
THOUGHT” for each family in his congregation providing 
he will agree to give a talk on TITHING before distribu- 
tion. Write stating number of leaflets desired to TITHER, 
417-SP South Hill Street, Los Angeles 18, California. 


heartily with the Committee on Evangelism, under 
the co-ordinating leadership of the Program of 
Progress, to make this a great season of in- 
gathering. Also, where there is opportunity, our 
people will join hands with other Protestant bodies 
in the Nation-wide Evangelistic Advance; third, 
this Assembly-wide Evangelistic Advance will be 
intensive in its emphasis. 


The movement will occupy the entire period of 
October, 1949, through December, 1950. During 
these fifteen months different methods of evan- 
gelistic procedure will be used; it is hoped that no 
fruitful endeavors will be neglected. The Com- 
mittee on Planning, however, is recommending 
that during the weeks. March 5 through April 9, 
1950, a great simultaneous program of Visitation 
Evangelism be launched. 


Surely the Lord of the harvest is now calling to 
us individually and as Churches to attempt great 
things for His glory. 


Sunday School With Five! 


Here is a story that is unique though perhaps 
some will think commonplace. One of our Church 
women who was serving as synodical president 
found her plans suddenly changed; she moved out 
of that state into an adjoining one. Let her tell the 
story — 


“TI came to .... feeling totally lost with no Sun- 
day-school class, no synodical work, to find the 
Negro help my boy brought here for the farm; in 
the family are three little boys, and upon inquiring 
about their church life, they’d love for me to teach 
a class in their cabin on Sunday afternoon at 4 
o'clock. So that has been my privilege for three 
months now. Do I love it? And how attentive! How 
they appreciate it and how teachable too. The 
father and mother sit in for our class and sing with 
us and for me several spirituals. I am teaching the 
Catechism, they love it. I’m making good Presby- 
terian Baptists, see? How these little boys mem- 
orize scripture is a challenge to any adult. I love 
it, and am grateful for the opportunity for service 
to this particular man.”’ 
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Highlights For Stillman 


Among the guest speakers at the fifth annual 
Woman’s Training School of Snedecor Memoria! 
Synod, that will be held at Stillman College, Tusca- 
loosa, Ala., August 17-24, are Mrs. A. Walton 
|.itz, Chairman of the Committee on Woman’s 
Work; Mrs. C. S. Harrington, who will have just 
returned from attending the meeting of the Centra! 
(Committee of the World Council of Churehes in 
Chicesier, England; Dr. James G. Patton, Jr., 
Secretary of the General Council of the Assembly; 
Miss Marguerite Mitzell, missionary to China, now 
home on furlough; Dr. Sam Burney Hay, president 
of Stiliman College; Mrs. William Holmes Borders, 
wife of the pastor of one of the largest Negru 
(hurcenes in Atlanta, Ga., and the dramatic soprano, 
Jessyca Borders Hayden, who will be the guest 
artist on Saturday evening, August 20. 


Sunday morning services will be in the Brown , 


Memorial Presbyterian Church with the pastor. 
conducting the service of worship including the 
(‘Oommunion Vespers each evening will be one of 
‘the important features of the School, and will be 
under the direction of the four presbyterial presi- 
dents, assisted by Mrs. John L. Parkes, Assistant 
Secretary of Woman’s Work, who will teach the 
class in Worship. Mrs. Parkes will also direct the 
morning worship using members of the elass to 
assist her, and will help in plans for the Consecra- 
tion. service on the closing evening, August 23. 


Six of the courses in the curriculum of the 
Women of the Church will be offered and will be 


taught by Mrs. S. H. Askew, Mrs. W. A. Me- 
Cutchen, Mrs. Leighton McCutchen, Mrs. Arena L. 
Debarieste, the Rev. Lawrence L. Bottoms. The 


tev. Alex R. Batchelor will be the Bible teacher 
each morning for the School. Assisting some of the 
Faculty in the workshops four afternoons are Mrs. 
Alex R. Batchelor, Mrs. Sam Burney Hay, Mrs. L. 
W. Bottoms, Miss Ruth Steele, and members of the 
Staff of the Committee on Woman’s Work, who will 
ve directing the general affairs of the School. 


Advance registrations are being received at the 
office of the Committee on Woman’s Work and it 
's hoped that the registration will be at least 125 
‘this semmer, which will be an increase over the 
1948 registration. For further information write to 
Miss Annie Tait Jenkins, Chairman of the Planning 
(‘ommittee, 309 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta 3, 
(;eorgia. Your interest, prayers, and financial as- 
-istance are desired to make this fifth Sehool the 
best yet held at Stillman. 


Church News 


The General Couneil 


The first meeting of the General Couneil of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., was held in Atlanta, 
(ia., on July 13-14, and was a most encouraging 
event. There were present 23 out of 25 members, 
and all the Assembly agencies were represented. 


It was exceedingly gratifying to have almost en- 
‘ire unanimity on all points of discussion. Few 


members had hoped that the entire reorganization 
could be put 
chureh year, 
range it for October 1, 


into effect before the end of the 
but it was unanimously voted to ar- 
1949, 


winbDows 


Exquisite stained glass windows 
designed and executed to suit the 
architecture of your church. Prices 
vary according to the size and 
iotricacy of detail. 

Imported, antique glass and ex- 
pert craftsmanship assure unsur- 
passed beauty. Send for your copy 
of our brochure, “Stained Glass.’ 

We can also meet all your needs 
in church furnishings, including 
engrossed of rance, 


WHITTEMORE ASSOCIATES. INC. 


16 ASHBURTON PLACE BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


It was thought that budget complications would 
le almost insuperable, but the program as out- 
l'ned by the Budget Committee was unanimously 
adopted. 


The General Council is very anxious to keep in 
touch with Presbyteries and Synods, and it will 
welcome suggestions from these church courts or 
from individual congregations or from individual 
persons. 

It will earnestly try to carry out the directions 
yiven to it by the Gene:al Assembly, but has form- 
ulated no plans or program of its own. 

It is gratifying that Dr. James G. Patton, Jr., 
has been elected as the Executive Secretary of the 
Counc'l, | 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
1949, in Atlanta, Ga. 


October 26, 


J. R. MeCain, Chairman. 


PALMER MEMORIAL 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Kolin ... Louwisiana 


Memorial Presbyterian Church, near 
has just completed a wonderful season 
of revival and fellowship under the evangelistic 
leadership of Rev. W. R. Pritchett of Clinton, La. 
Daily Vacation Bible School was conducted by Mrs. 
Harold Borchert, each’morning, and evangelistic 
services were held each night, Monday through 
Saturday. Attendance was at capacity, and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit was evident. 


The members co-operated in a _ dinner-on-the- 
ground on Saturday night, immediately after clos- 
ing exercises of Bible School and just before the 
preaching service. Attendance was excellent, though 
this was only the second time a Saturday night 
service was ever held at this Church. 


Palmer 
Kolin, La., 


Membership in Paimer Church has grown in the 
past two years from 89 to 125, and we have added 
a Sunday School Building to our present audi- 
torium. Divided into an auxiliary auditorium plus 
a beginner’s room and a primary room, the new 
addition gives us space for overflow crowds at 
worship services, as well as a classroom for the 
young people. A new roof is being applied to the 
auditorium, replacing the original hand-hewn 
shingles, and white asbestos siding will soon cover 
the entire structure. The interior of the Church 
and Manse have been redecorated, and hoth faecili- 
ties have electricity. 
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Rev. Hugh Smith, pastor of the Caledonia, Mo. 
Church, which was recently cited as being the oldest 
of our Churches west of the Mississippi, has ac- 
cepted the call to this comparatively young field. 
Rev. Smith will replace Mr. Harold Borchert, the 
present pastor, who will enter Columbia Theological 
Seminary in the fall. —Harold Borchert. 


Aldine Presbyterian Church 


The Forty-Seventh Birthday Anniversary of the 
Aldine Church, Houston, Tex., was observed June 
12th with about 75 at Sunday School, sermon by 
the Pastor, and the Communion of the Lord’s 
Supper. Two children of the Sunday School were 
received on profession of their faith and Baptism. 
After a Basket Dinner a Historical Service was 
held with Mrs. C. M. Magrill, Historian of the 
Woman’s organization reading the History. 


Rev. Malcom L. Purcell, Pastor of the St. An- 
drews Church, Houston, Tex., made an inspiring 
address on Home Missions. Aldine Church was 
organized by Rev. W. S. Red, when he was Evan- 
gelist of Brazos Presbytery. 


The Pastor, Rev. E. W. Mitchell, is just complet- 
ing three years ministry in this Church. Thirty have 
been added to the Church, a splendid organization 
for the Women was started, and Sunday School and 
church attendance grown. We have three newly 
elected Elders, and a V. B. S. with Eighty-two 
enrolled. 


News Report On The Meeting Of 
Winston-Salem Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem held its sum- 
mer Adjourned Meeting at the West Jefferson 
Presbyterian Church on July 12 with eighteen 
Ministers and eighteen Ruling Elders present. Rev. 
J. R. McAlpine, II], Pastor of the Lexington First 
Church, was the Moderator. The Rev. Watt M. 
Cooper, Pastor of the North Wilkesboro Church, 
conducted the devoiiona! service. 


The Rev. Wm. P. Boyle, Pastor of the host 
Chureh, has been serving in this field for the past 
four years. At his request the pastoral relation 
between himself and the West Jefferson and Obids 
Churches was dissolved in order that he may accept 
appointment for service in Japan under our Board 
of World Missions. Mr. Boyle is now studying at 
Montreat and plans to leave with his family for 
Japan in the near future. 

The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery will 
be held at the Glendale Springs Church on October 
11, 1949. 

J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 


“A Friend” 
(Proverbs 18:24) 


You say: “A friend that sticketh closer than a 
brother?” 

Ah yes, one! There is no other. God’s Own dear 
Son, Jehovah is His Name. 

Yesterday, today, forever He’s the same. 


You say: “He sticketh closer than a brother?” 
Ah, yes, ‘tis true! There is no other but God’s only 
Son, Faithful and True. 
I’ve trusted Him, I’ve proven Him—And now, 
won’t you? 
By Helen M. G. Booth. 


The Presbyterian Hour 
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August 7 
Guest Singers: Chancel Choir of First Presbyterian 
Church, Orlando, Fla. Joseph R. Mackie, Director. 
Speaker: Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Pastor, North 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga. 
Topic: “The Church - The Hope Of The World.’’ 


August 14 

Guest Singers: Choir of Riverside Presbyterian 
Church, Jacksonville, Fla. Marshall Pierson, Di- 
rector. 

Speaker: Rev. Albert G. Edwards, Pastor, First 
Presbyterian Church, Harrisonburg, Va. 

Topic: “Christ’s Command To His Church - Go And 
Make Disciples.” 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Gospel According To Matthew: By G. Camp- 
Morgan. Published by Fleming H. Revell Publish- 
ing Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
Price $3.50. 

The Parables And Metaphors Of Our Lord: By 
G. Campbell Morgan. Published by Fleming H. 
Revell Publishing Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. Price $3.00. 
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The Teaching Of Christ: By G. Campbell Mor- 
gan. Published by Fleming H. Revell Publishing 
Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
Price $3.00. 


Living Messages Of The Bible: Vol. IL. By G. 
Campbell Morgan. Published by Fleming H. Revell 
Publishing Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
N. Y. Price $3.50. 

Living Messages Of The Bible: Vol. Il. By G. 
Campbell Morgan. Published by Fleming H. Revell 
Publishing Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
N. Y. Price $3.00. 


Notes On The Psalms: By G. Campbell Morgan. 
Published by Fleming H. Revell Publishing Com- 
pany, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y¥. Price 
$3.00. 


Campbell Morgan surrendered every capacity of 
his being to Christ. He believed that Christ could 
take every capacity of life and turn it into the very 
capacity for doing his work. Comparing his call 
with Peter’s, he said, “I was not a fisherman. I did 
not have this capacity. But in the year 1886 I sat 
at my desk teaching with boys around me. I was 
trained to teach. But there came an hour when my 
Master passed by and he said, ‘Follow me, and I 
will make you a teacher of men’.” This autobio- 
graphical sentence is illuminating. When Christ 
apprehended Campbell Morgan he captured a great 
teacher of the Scriptures. 


The Gospel According To Matthew is a volume 
of stenographically reported expositions. There are 
seventy-three such. As the author observed, such 
a method suffers the loss of literary finish, but 
gains in directness. The thesis set forth is that 
Matthew delineates the Person of our Lord in re- 
lation to His Kingly office. Here “we are ever in 
the presence of the King.” This book will appeal 
to all who delight in a sound and scholarly study of 
the first book of the New Testament. 


The Parables And Metaphors Of Our Lord con- 
sists of lectures originally delivered to the West- 
minster Bible School. Each Gospel is taken in 
sequence and the parables are considered therein. 
Dr. Morgan believes that our Lord used the parable 
to help men to see. Much light is also thrown on 
the vivid metaphors of Jesus. The richness of the 
author’s imagination makes these parables pulsate 
with life. 


The Teaching Of Christ deals with three subjects 
—Personalities, Sin and Salvation, and the King- 
dom of God. As we follow this distinguished teacher 
we see afresh the Greatest Teacher of whom we 
still must say, “Never man so spake.” These great 
themes which are of supreme interest are discussed 
in simple language. Such a _ book is especially 
adapted for study in Young Adult Classes. Each 
chapter will reveal how relevant the teaching of 
Christ is to the situations and problems we face 
today. 


Living Messages, Vol. I, presents a summation of 
the principal teachings in the Old Testament from 
Genesis through Malachi. Dr. Morgan writes upon 
the assumption that every book of the Old Testa- 
ment has some direct and living message having 
application not to its own age merely, but to every 
succeeding one. Here he says, ‘“‘The principles abide, 
their applications vary with the varying ages.”’ His 
method has been to state the permanent values and 
to deduce from them the living message. 


Living Messages, Vol. II is similar in many re- 
spects to its companion volumes reviewed above. It 
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discusses the central messages from Matthew 
through Revelation. In each chapter we have an 
unveiling of the mind of Christ. 

Notes On The Psalms is one of the best books to 
come from Dr. Morgan’s pen. In this volume we see 
his expository gifts at their best. Calvin once re- 
marked that various and resplendent riches are 
contained in this treasury we call “Psalms.” Dr. 
Morgan displays these riches as he analyzes the one 
hundered and fifty aymns of the Ancient Church. 
He shows that God becomes in grace what man 
needs. As one reads these expositions his heart is 
moved to praise God for His mighty acts whether 
in creation, redemption or government. We are 
reminded that the life received from Him must re- 
turn in praise to Him. “The function of life is 
praise, and the force of praise is life ... The 
privilege of praise in word and work is an honor, 
especially conferred upon God’s saints.’’ 

— John R. Richardson. 
These Books May Be Ordered From The Southern 


Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 


How To Study The Bible 


Read and read again and do not despair of 
help to understand something of the will and mind 
of God, though you think they are fast locked up 
from you. Neither trouble your heads though you 
have not commentaries and expositions; pray and 
read, and read and pray; for a little from God is 
better than a great deal from men: also what is 
from men is uncertain, and is often lost and 
tumbled over and over by men; but what is from 
God is fixed as a nail in a sure place. There is 
nothing that so abides with us, as what we receive 
from God; and the reason why Christians at this 
day are at such a loss as to some things, is because 
they are content with what comes from men’s 
mouths, without searching and kneeling before God 
to know of Him the truth of things. 

—John Bunyan. 
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